
 
  

 
 

 

 

Lenten Activities 

Lenten Prayer Families:  As of  

today, we have prayed our way  

all the  

way up through the Hassing  

families in our all school Lenten Prayer Family 

project.  In order to keep everyone on board 

with this Lenten event, a SCS Lenten Calendar 

for the remainder of this special season has been 

included with this newsletter.  In other Lenten 

activities, please be aware of the following 

events and join us whenever you are able. 
 

 Stations of the Cross:  On each Tuesday 

of Lent, we will be praying the Stations of 

the Cross in St. Casimir Church.  The 

Stations will begin promptly at 2:25 PM.  

The remaining dates for Stations are 

March 8th, 15th and 22nd.  Please feel free 

to join us in this age-old prayer.  

 

   

SSSCCCSSS   
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St. Casimir’s School is a Christ-centered community where we pray, learn and celebrate together in an environment for children of various faiths. 
 

         MAY 2021 

 

Dear SCS Families: 
 

We made it through the year! I am grateful for the support of our SCS families through the COVID guidelines 

and expectations. We have come out on top! As we conclude the school year, I am excited to tell you we are busy 

preparing for next year already. The office has been busy reaching out to prospective families and giving tours of 

the school, updating forms and handbooks, securing staffing for next year, and preparing instruction for students 

to best meet their educational and spiritual needs.  

 

As we move into the 2021-2022 school year, teachers will be working to provide additional small group instruction 

(Guided Reading) during the literacy instruction block to provide reading and comprehension skills that will 

support each student at their individual reading level. Teachers will be provided professional development to 

ensure they have the materials and support they need to effectively work with our SCS students. The aim of 

Guided Reading is to develop independent readers who question, consider alternatives, and make informed choices 

as they seek meaning. It is during guided reading that the learner is shown how, why, and which strategies to 

select to ensure meaning is gained. Students take this knowledge and transfer it into their independent reading 

and all academic areas.  
 

We will also be updating our math series. Our staff has looked at several resources and will be choosing a good fit 

in the coming weeks.  
 

Our school has received an EANS grant from the MN Department of Education. I will be working closely with 

them to determine what types of air purification systems we can purchase for our classrooms. In addition, I will 

be working with their staff to determine what educational resources we can acquire to address learning loss that 

students may have had due to being out of school for COVID.  
 

Along with this newsletter, families will receive a survey to complete by Friday, June 4. The purpose of the 

survey is to evaluate our performance based on your feedback and to use the information for goal setting in our 

School Strategic Plan which is part of an Accreditation process. 
 

Again, I cannot thank our SCS families for the amazing support throughout the school year.  

I am proud of our students and the accomplishments they have made. Have a great summer!  

Feel free to connect with me throughout the summer if you need something. You may email  

me at d.edwards@stcasimirsschool.net or call me at 507.291.8058. 
 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Diane Edwards 

SCS Principal 
 

 

"I can do all things through 

Christ which strengthen me."                  
                          Philippians 4:13 

mailto:d.edwards@stcasimirsschool.net
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Teacher Appreciation Week 
The SCS teachers were treated like super 
heroines during this year’s National Teacher 
Appreciation Week.  Not only did they get their 
own hero-themed classroom decorated door, they 
also received video messages from Bishop Quinn 
and Diocesan Superintendent of Schools, Marsha 
Stenzel.  The week also showered them with 
flowers, candy, notes of appreciation, a Subway 
lunch, gifts and gift cards.  Thank you to all of our 
school families and especially our Home and 
School Association for treating our teachers like 
the blessings that they are! 

May Crowning & 
Living Rosary 

 

With May being designated by 
the Catholic Church as a time 
that we honor Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus, our students participated 
in two very special events.  The 
entire student body prayed their 
way through the Living Rosary, 
and the second grade students 
who recently received their First 
Communion were invited by Fr. 
Havel to join him in a May 
Crowning celebration at a Sunday 
Mass.  We are so blessed to have 
such beautiful ways to practice 
our faith! 

 

 

Lura Lake Day 
Our trip to Lura Lake was once 
again a big hit with the students.  
The members of the lake 
association and DNR organized 
five different learning stations 
including a nature walk, DNR 
poaching trailer, fishing, bait 
casting and fish identification.  
As this event also served as an 
early Father’s Day activity, many 
of the students enjoyed the 
outing with their dads and/or 
grandpas.  As you can see,  
Priscilla and Paul REALLY 
enjoyed the fish ID station!  
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A FANTASTIC DAY! 

Teaching is such a rewarding profession; however, just as with any career, 

there are good days and not-so-good days. And then there are the 

FANTASTIC days--such as when your students gift you with an 

appreciation gift of their own design and through their own efforts.  
 

Mrs. Lea Nowak recently experienced a FANTASTIC day when she was 

presented with an "ideas" board. As many you may have already learned, 

Mrs. Nowak is famous for spontaneously exclaiming, "I have an idea!" and 

then proceeding to present a wonderful interactive activity. Therefore, it 

was only appropriate for her to receive a "Mrs. Nowak's Ideas" board in 

which her top six "I have an idea!" activities were highlighted. Not only 

were they highlighted, but all of the kindergarten-sixth grade students 

submitted their favorite parts of each activity. What a FANTASTIC gift! 

Marathon 
Trip to 

Bounce Town 
& Sibley Park 
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Brown Scapular 
Fr. Havel and Linda Raimann recently presented brown 

scapulars to the second and third grade students who 

had been studying about the scapular and its role as a 

sacramental in Religion class.  According to the 

Catholic Catechism, a sacramental “is a sacred sign 

which bears resemblance to the sacraments…and 

prepares us to receive grace and dispose us to cooperate 

with it”.  The scapular, in particular, is a sign of our 

relationship with Mary, the Mother of Jesus. It is a 

reminder of our dignity as Christians to do the will of 

God and become like Mary by imitating her virtues—

above all her humility, chastity and spirit of prayer.  The 

scapular is a pledge of Mary’s motherly protection, not 

only in this life but after death. 

 

Spring Music Program 
The theme for this musical event was 

“Think Spring”.  Not only did our 

kindergarten-sixth grade students sing 

their way through the program, they 

also played musical instruments and 

performed the play, “Think Spring”.  

Judging on their participation, their 

favorite number is definitely, Keep 

Your Paws Off the Carrots! 
 

Our thanks goes to Mrs. Bixby  

for all of her efforts and  

patience in preparing the kids  

for this terrific event! 

 

 

The Early Childhood program has had a pretty 

awesome year .  We just finished up a unit for 

“Earth Day” which included a lot of “The Lorax” 

activities. Besides reading the book, each kiddo 

made their own Lorax, and we talked about how we 

can help have a cleaner and safer world!!!  This week 

we are doing a unit on “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”, 

and the kids are loving it!!!  I am so proud of 

everything that the preschool/pre-kindergarten 

students have learned and am so happy to see how 

far they have come since the beginning of the year. 

I will genuinely miss each and every one of them. But 

for now, I will enjoy every minute while they are still 

with me .  God bless, and have a safe and happy 

summer!               ~~Angie Swehla (E.C. Coordinator) 
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Upcoming Events: 

Yes, you’re right, there are only a few days left of this school year, but believe it or not, we STILL have 
information to share!  Please check out the following:   
 Chromebook/Tablet Return:   Today was the due date for the students’ Chromebooks, tablets and chargers to be 

returned.  If your children still have theirs, please make sure they turn them in on Tuesday, June 1st.  Thank you!   

 Anne of Green Gables:   The costumes are being finalized, the props organized and the lines memorized—the 

students are almost ready to present this play!  As the play will be held in the fourth-sixth grade classroom with 

limited space, it will be presented for the actors and actresses’ family and friends at 10:30 AM and at an earlier time 

for the student body.  Please feel free to join us!  Again, masks will be required. 

 Half Day on Last Day:  Classes will be dismissed at noon on June 4th, the last day of the 2020- 

2021 school year.  USC bus service will be available for our students for this early out day.  

 Summer Parades:  What comes with summer?  Parades!  We have been invited to host a SCS float in a number of 

town celebrations.  In order to discover the ability of our families to staff a float, you will soon be receiving 

information on the parade schedule from the Home and School Council through OptionC.  Please be watching for it!  

 Celebrate With the Saints Pork Sundae Drive Thru:  Please place this event on your calendars for July 10th.  More 

info will be coming from the Home and School Celebrate With the Saints Committee.  

 2021-2022 School Calendar:  Also included with this newsletter is our 2021-2022 school calendar.  Please post it in 

a convenient spot at home.  If you misplace your calendar, it may also be found on our school website. 

 New Families:  We are happy to announce that we will be inviting at least two new families into our school next 

fall!  We currently have a total of 29 students for the K-6 program for the coming fall—an increase of  

3 students from this year’s program.  Not only that, but we have several families who have set up  

appointments to tour the school.  Keep up the great task of publicizing SCS—it’s working! 

 School Term Kid Zone:  A registration packet for the school term PKZ and KZ sessions has been included with this 
newsletter for your use next fall.  If you need forms for additional children, please contact the office. 

 Back to School Kick Off:  We are excited to announce that we will be starting out the new school year with a bang 
when we host a Kick Off party on August 31st.  Mark your calendars now!  It’s going to be great! 

 AmazonSmile:  Please consider using AmazonSmile through Amazon.com to make online purchases and designate 
St. Casimir's School as the charity of your choice to receive the .5% cash back donation.  If you use Amazon Scrip 
cards, the school will receive an additional 1.125% from that program.  More info may be found on the back page. 

  

 
Farewell, Graduates! 

 A special Graduation Mass will be held at 

10:15 AM on Friday, June 4th, as we celebrate 

our 2021 St. Casimir’s School graduates Jaiden 

Aranda, Clairissa Schimek and Seth Adams.  

Following Mass, the students will be treated to 

a meal at the rectory with Fr. Havel and 

Principal Edwards.  We are so happy for Jaiden, 

Claire and Seth and wish them God’s best 

blessings as they move from our classrooms 

and the foundation established at SCS to the 

next educational level.  It has been a  

blessing to watch them grow and  

mature.  
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About AmazonSmile 

What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support St. Casimir’s School every time you shop, at no cost to you. 
AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon 
Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop with AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that 
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to St. Casimir’s School.  
 

How do I shop with AmazonSmile? 
To use AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser or activate AmazonSmile in the 
Amazon Shopping app on your iOS or Android phone within the Settings or Programs & Features menu. On 
your web browser, you can add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start 
your shopping with AmazonSmile. 
 

How do I activate AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app? 
AmazonSmile is available for Amazon customers with the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app on their 
mobile phone, including Android devices with version 7.0+ or iOS devices with version 12+. To activate 
AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app, simply tap on “AmazonSmile” within the Programs & Features 
menu or Settings and follow the on-screen instructions. 
 

Do I need to renew AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile renewals happen twice a year to help keep AmazonSmile on mobile app. AmazonSmile will 
notify you of these renewals via push notifications and through in-app notifications. If you miss a renewal you 
can reactivate at any time by repeating the steps to “turn on” AmazonSmile on your mobile device. There is 
no renewal period for browser shopping on AmazonSmile, which you can use anytime by typing 
‘smile.amazon.com’ into your browser. 
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked 
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases 
and subscription renewals are not currently eligible. 
 
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, wish list, wedding or 
baby registry, and other account settings are also the same. 
 
How do I select St. Casimir’s School to support with AmazonSmile? 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from your future eligible AmazonSmile purchases. We will remember your selected charity 
whenever you shop at smile.amazon.com or with AmazonSmile activated in the Amazon Shopping app, and 
then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation for St. Casimir’s 
School. AmazonSmile will occasionally contact you about donation amounts disbursed to your chosen charity 
or about the program. 
 
Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile? 
Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by you. 
 

     Thank you for your support for St. Casimir’s School! 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge2_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge2_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge2_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge2_uaas_lsmi_smi

