
 
  

 

Lenten Activities 

Lenten Prayer Families:  As of  

today, we have prayed our way  

all the  

way up through the Hassing  

families in our all school Lenten Prayer Family 

project.  In order to keep everyone on board 

with this Lenten event, a SCS Lenten Calendar 

for the remainder of this special season has been 

included with this newsletter.  In other Lenten 

activities, please be aware of the following 

events and join us whenever you are able. 
 

 Stations of the Cross:  On each Tuesday 

of Lent, we will be praying the Stations of 

the Cross in St. Casimir Church.  The 

Stations will begin promptly at 2:25 PM.  

The remaining dates for Stations are 

March 8th, 15th and 22nd.  Please feel free 

to join us in this age-old prayer.  
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Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year at St. Casimir’s School! 

As principal of St. Casimir’s School, I am so delighted to share with you the news of additional teaching 

staff at SCS!  We are blessed to have a healthy combination of talents and skills in both our new and 

returning faculty members.  So, let me introduce you to our teaching staff who are blessed to be spending a 

major part of the day with your children: 

  

 Diane Edwards:  I am thrilled to join the staff as part-time fourth-sixth grade teacher and full-time 

principal and have enjoyed melding my 30 years of experience as a teacher, curriculum coordinator, data 

specialist and principal with the joys and challenges of life at SCS.  To share a little more about myself, my 

favorite treats are Twix or popcorn/chips, I love hot chocolate and Dr. Pepper (not together!), my hobbies 

include all things outdoors and my favorite sport is NASCAR. 

 Lea Nowak:  Mrs. Nowak returns to SCS after many years as a teacher in our community schools—most 

notably here at St. Casimir’s.  Mrs. Nowak is instructing the fourth-sixth graders in Religion, Science, 

Social Studies and Language Arts.  Her hobbies include gardening, cooking, art and costuming, as seen in 

the students’ recent St. Paul play.  There isn’t a holiday that isn’t a favorite of Mrs. Nowak’s, although her 

favorite season is winter.  Among her other favorites are dark chocolate and the color green. 

 Cynthia Bixby:  Rounding out the education list for our fourth-sixth grade students is returning teacher 

Mrs. Cindy Bixby who is instructing them in Math.  Mrs. Bixby is also be teaching our K-6 Phy. Ed. and 

Music classes, as well as serving as our librarian.  Mrs. Bixby’s favorite color is turquoise, and she loves 

bling—the blingier, the better!  Going to the lake or beach, watching TV and reading are among Mrs. 

Bixby’s favorite ways to relax. 

 Ethel Aranda-Rodriguez:  Mrs. Aranda is a newcomer to SCS and is serving as our second/third grade 

teacher.  Mrs. Aranda’s hobbies include drawing and all things craft, so it figures that her favorite office 

supplies are colored pens!  Nut rolls, bananas and chips also appear on her list of favorites. 

 Beth Emerson:  Mrs. Emerson has once again be serving as our SCS kindergarten teacher, but has added 

first grade to the mix.  For relaxation, she loves spending time with her dogs and watching UP TV.  Mrs. 

Emerson’s loves Christmas, and her favorite treat is chocolate—hard to argue with those choices!    

 Linda Raimann:  Which teacher has spent her entire teaching career (and even some of her retirement 

years!) at SCS?  You are right—Ms. Raimann!  Fortunately for our kindergarten-third grade students, she 

has returned to the classroom to instruct them in Religion.  Reading, art projects and watching her many 

grandkids play sports fill Ms. Raimann’s leisure time.  And  

a large Diet Pepsi and anything colored in God’s rainbow  

make her happy.   

 Angella Swehla:  Mrs. Swehla has served as the Early  

Childhood/Kid Zone coordinator for a number of years  

now.  In her downtime, Mrs. Swehla loves watching movies 

with her kids, playing tennis and eating cookie dough!  Add  

hiking and/or shopping to the day, and she is in heaven!   

Mrs. Swehla’s favorite color is pink, favorite season is 

summer and favorite holiday is Christmas.   

 

 prayer time? 
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Visuals are often a helpful memory aid, so the following table has been included to give a more easily- 

pictured understanding of this year’s teaching schedule.    

 

2020-2021 Teaching Assignments 
Subject Grade Levels and Teacher/s 

Language Arts K-1  Mrs. Emerson 2-3  Mrs. Aranda 
4-6  Mrs. Nowak/ 

Mrs. Edwards 

Math K-1  Mrs. Emerson 2-3  Mrs. Aranda 4-6  Mrs. Bixby 

Music K-1  Mrs. Bixby 2-3  Mrs. Bixby 4-6  Mrs. Bixby 

Phy. Ed. K-1  Mrs. Bixby 2-3  Mrs. Bixby 4-6  Mrs. Bixby 

Religion K-3  Ms. Raimann 4-6  Mrs. Nowak  

Science K-1  Mrs. Emerson 2-3  Mrs. Aranda 4-6  Mrs. Nowak 

Social Studies K-1  Mrs. Emerson 2-3  Mrs. Aranda 4-6  Mrs. Nowak 

Spelling K-1  Mrs. Emerson 2-3  Mrs. Aranda 4-6  Mrs. Edwards 

 

September/October Rewind: 

 

We are off to a great start, and our students and staff have been amazing through this "unusual" school 
year!  It has been great to see the smiles and hear the laughter when I am in the lunchroom with our 
students daily.  Kids are truly remarkable!  I am so proud of the work that everyone is doing with the ever 
changing regulations and updates we make.  Much has occurred at SCS during the past weeks including the 
following: 

 

 NWEA Testing--With the help of Diocesan Superintendent Marsha Stenzel, all of our kindergarten 
through sixth grade students completed this tri-annual testing process in record time.  This testing 
process provides immediate student data which will be shared with parents as soon as it has been 
reviewed.   

 Picture Day—As you have probably already seen, Lifetouch also acted in record time by sending us 
our student photo packages very quickly.  If you purchased a packet and are thrilled with your child’s 
photo—great!  If you are not quite so thrilled, please return the entire package to school, and your 
child’s photo will be retaken on Retake Day which has not yet been set.  Likewise, any student who 
was absent on picture day will be photographed on Retake Day.  If you did not purchase a  
package, you may still place on order online after viewing your child’s photo strip.  Just  
follow the directions in your packet to do so. 

 Children’s Mass:  While we delayed celebrating Mass with Father Havel for the first few weeks of 
school, we now feel the need to return this sacrament to our students’ days.  Therefore, Father has 
arranged for Children’s Masses to occur twice a week—on Wednesdays and Fridays at 10:15 AM.  
These services will be held only for our school—others will not be attending as Father also offers 
weekday Masses in the morning.  What a blessing it is to have this time returned to our students! 

 Knights of Columbus Marathon:  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  This year’s event was such a 
success!  The donation tally stood at $14,997.96 at last count.  Awesome!  The funds brought in from 
this fundraiser will go a long way to provide for the needs of our students and faculty. 
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Marathon 2020! 

We had a 

PERFECT day to 

hold this event!  

And what a 

success it was! 

Thanks once again 

to our local 

Knights of 

Columbus Knights 

for hosting this 

event.  Without 

their great support, 

this event would 

not have occurred.  

And the kids 

REALLY enjoyed 

the pizza meal!   
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Covid!  Covid!  Covid! 

For compliance with COVID-19guidelines, we have 
added the following statement to our reopening plan 
document for St. Casimir’s School. (The complete 
document will be placed on our school website.) 

 

“Nonessential visitors, volunteers, and activities 
involving external groups or organizations are 
being restricted.” 

 

Essentially this means, we are required to restrict 
anyone from entering into the school for our K-6, 
Early Childhood (includes prekindergarten and 
preschool) and Kid Zone programs who isn’t working 
daily at the school.  When this restriction is lifted, 
families will be contacted. 

 

The following information relates only to our Early 
Childhood/Kid Zone families:  In working in 
collaboration with the Diocese through the 
COVID-19 guidelines, there have been necessary 
changes made to our student drop off area in the 
back of school to ensure we are allowed to stay open.  

 

Note:  We are also working through the process of 
how to manage the Early Childhood entrance. The 
changes are listed below and have already been 
implemented or are in process. 

 

• For the safety of our students and staff, the 
interior back entrance door will remain shut and 
locked at all times.  We are working to get a 
hard-wired security system for the doors as 
soon as possible.  We will also be working to get 
greeters to assist with the entrance of families. 

•  The sign-in table for Kid Zone drop off and pick 
up is now located at the top of the steps inside 
the back entrance, prior to the locked doors. 
Parents will sign their child in at this table, 
student(s) will sanitize, and a Kid Zone staff 
member will admit the student into the building. 

• All students and staff in 
kindergarten and above are required 
to wear face masks. 

GRANT FUNDING: We are excited to announce 
that we have received some new devices, some 
used devices, and the ability to buy more 
devices!  These wonderful additions have been 
achieved primarily through two technology 
grants that we recently received. Kristen Dulas, 
one of our school parents, was instrumental in 
the school receiving a grant through the 
Schulze Foundation.  Thank you, Kristen! 

 

The following items have or will be purchased 
using funds from the Schulze Foundation and a 
CARES grant through Faribault County: 

 

 Technology—Forty devices have been 
purchased to use for Google Classroom, 
See Saw and other learning apps as 
supplemental instruction for students. 
These devices will also be employed for 
students at home should we need to go to 
distance learning. 

 Technology Instruction--Pantheon 
Computers, a technology company that 
works with schools to install applications 
on school-owned devices and provides 
instructional support to teachers to use 
the items successfully in the classroom, 
has been secured to work with SCS.  A 
technician team will hopefully be arriving 
next week to begin this process.  Within 
two weeks, it is the intention that students 
will have full access to the devices to 
supplement our current instruction. 

 Security alarm and admittance system—
The need to monitor who is present within 
our school building has never been more 
crucial. 

 Washer and dryer—Having these utility 
items on site will be a huge benefit in 
keeping our school as clean and sanitary as 
possible. 

 Touch-free soap and toweling dispensers—
These units will replace our current hands-
on dispensers. 
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“Housekeeping” Items:  With the quick jump into the school year that we experienced, it’s probably a 
good idea to go over a few business related items, such as: 
 

Student Absences:  Whenever your child is absent from school, please make sure to call the office (507-553-
5822) or send an email (casimir@bevcomm.net) by 8:30 AM to share this information—contacting your child’s 
teacher is not the appropriate action in this case.  In order that this information is reported properly, the office 
must be notified by 8:30 AM.  If leaving a message, please be sure to state your child’s name, reason for absence 
and whether the child will need a USC-provided lunch if s/he will be returning to school before 11:30.  If you will 
be dropping off your child after the beginning of the school day, please enter the back entrance area with him/her, 
ring the door bell and wait for school personnel to admit your child so that you can also sign them in for the day.  
Following these steps ensures the safety of your child and the transfer of information to their teacher.  
Tuition/Kid Zone Payments:  As part of our Covid precautions, mail lockboxes have been ordered for our school 
entrances.  These red boxes will be located outside the main front entrance for postal service only and within the 
back entrance for the return of forms, homework drop off or program payments.  Not only will this cut down on 
the possibility of cross contamination, the locked boxes also provide a secure method of payment collection.  
They are on order and should arrive soon! 
Bookkeeping Questions:  Our school bookkeeper, Ashley Seedorf, has office hours two days a week— 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30-5:30 PM.  With these after school hours, please feel free to email her  
with any billing-related questions you may have.  Ashley may be reached at finance@stcasimirsschool.net. 
Name Change:  After a few years now of running an Early Childhood program for our younger members, we have 
realized that there is quite a bit of confusion regarding the titles to this program—Little Saints?  Preschool?  Little 
Angels?  Prekindergarten?  What do they mean?!?  Therefore, it is has been decided to make things easier on 
everyone by streamlining the classes offered to just “Preschool” and “Prekindergarten”.  The term “Early 
Childhood” is the overall program title for these classes just as the term “Elementary” refers to classes in our K-6 
program.  So, for further clarification, SCS offers three programs:  Elementary, Early Childhood and Kid Zone.  We 
will be updating the terminology in our documents and handbooks throughout the year to reflect this change. 
 

Home and School Meeting 

November 10th marks the first Home and School Association (H & S) meeting of this school year.  This 

parent-led organization, including all SCS parents and faculty, is such an important key to the ongoing 

success of St. Casimir’s School.  Not only is it very active in supporting the staff and students, it also hosts 

fundraising events that help to subsidize the school’s low tuition rates.  With the upcoming Rolls to Go 

event being held on November 15th, there will be much information to share, so please place this event on 

your calendar!  President Michelle Adams will begin the meeting promptly at 5:55 PM in Fr. Mikolai Hall. 
 

 

 

Library:  With the return of Mrs. Bixby to SCS, it has 
been almost angelic to hear the kids singing upstairs in 
the Music Room!  Mrs. Bixby will also begin library 
sessions with the students next week. As a precaution 
upon the return of each book, it will be sanitized and 
set aside for 24 hours before being available for check 
out by the next student—safety first!   
 

End of First Quarter 

November 13th marks the end of first quarter, 

and report cards for kindergarten through sixth 

grade will be sent home with the students on 

November 19th.  Please be watching for them and 

feel free to contact your child’s teacher with any 

concerns. 
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Kindergarten & First Grade:  In Language Arts the students are learning about singular and 

plural nouns and that they name a person, place, animal, or thing.  Our students are 

also busy learning the sounds of letters so they can decode new words and memorizing 

sight words!  It's exciting to be teaching the first graders again this year, as I get to see how 

much they have grown academically since last March!  They are doing quite well with 

reading decodable stories and stories with sight words. Kindergarteners are doing a fine job 

of memorizing their sight words and learning to decode consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC)  

words.  Math has been a review for both grades which is quite helpful after the spring we  

had last year with distance learning!  First grade is reviewing addition and subtraction while kindergarten is reviewing 

patterns and what makes a pattern.  Kindergarten has moved on to counting and 1 to 1 correspondence with numbers 

from 1 to 10.  We have had a great start to the year and look forward to being able to continue to learn in person.    
 

Blessings!  Mrs. Beth Emerson, SCS Classroom Teacher 

 

 

Early Childhood:  Happy Fall, Everyone!  I am so excited to be back "in" school with all the littles in the St. Casimir's 
School Early Childhood program.  The beginning of the year is always so fun upon seeing familiar faces from last year and 
new ones that are just starting this year.  It is absolutely thrilling to meet all of these new little personalities--I love it! 
 
We have already jumped into all of the academics, and I've been busy assessing the kiddos.  Wow--how they have 
impressed me...so smart!  I can tell it is going to be a very productive year!!!  The students have also been doing many  

creative activities, such as painting, cutting, gluing---and, oh, how they love to 
glue...EVERYTHING!  We have a corn sensory table filled with fun farming equipment 
for fall that has been a really big hit with the kiddos.  They also made some neat, fluffy 
cloud dough that ended up ALL OVER our classroom, but they sure had a blast!  The 
prekindergarten students also participated in the Knights of Columbus Marathon for 
Nonpublic Education, and it was such a beautiful day during which the kids had so 
much fun!  I am looking forward to many more adventures with the littles this year! 
 

Blessings, Angie Swehla, Early Childhood Teacher  

 

 
Grades 2 & 3:  It truly amazes me how fast the students got back into the routine of being in school again, and the kids have 
learned so many things. In Language Arts class, they have learned about Genres, Main Idea and Supporting Details, Types of 
Sentences, Short Vowel sounds and Consonant Blends, among other concepts. For Math, second grade has been reviewing 
addition and subtraction, while the third graders have been learning Place Value, Building Number Sense and Money.  Science 
is a subject that the students look forward to every day. The first couple of weeks we studied plants and their parts. One of 
the most exciting activities we did was go outside to observe the plants around the school. The students observed, identified 
and drew their parts. Now classes are learning about animals. We have studied their categories, habitats, and adaptations. 
We even took a virtual field trip to the Amazon Rainforest!  Finally, the students have  
started to learn Spanish. Since Spanish is my first language, the students have really shown 
an interest in learning it and have already learned the alphabet and the months and days 
of the week. They really enjoy singing the Spanish Alphabet every morning. 
 
This is my first year here at St. Casimir’s, and I am loving the environment and the support 
of all the parents and staff. I am very excited for this awesome year of new beginnings. 
 

Mrs. Ethel Aranda, Classroom Teacher 

  

 
 

 

TEACHER TALK! 
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Upcoming SCS Events in November 
 
1   All Souls Day 
 Day Light Savings Time Ends—Fall Back!  
2 All Saints Day 
2-6 Parent-Teacher Tele/Zoom Conferences 
3 Election Day—Remember to Vote! 
 Children’s Mass, 10:15 AM 
6 Children’s Mass, 10:15 AM 
10 End of First Quarter 
 Home and School Meeting, 5:55 PM, Fr. Mikolai  
  Hall 
11 Veteran’s Day 
 Children’s Mass, 10:15 AM 
13 Children’s Mass, 10:15 AM 
14-21 American Education Week 
15 Home and School Rolls to Go, following 8:00 AM  
  Mass, church parking lot 
18 Children’s Mass, 10:15 AM 
 School Board Meeting, 6:00 PM, Fr. Mikolai Hall 
21 Children’s Mass, 10:15 AM 
25 Children’s Mass, 10:15 AM 
 Two Hour Early Out—Classes Dismissed at  
  12:50 PM 
26-27 NO SCHOOL—Happy Thanksgiving! 
27 First Day of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Volunteers:  As we evolve into setting more 

and more Covid-related precautions in place, the 

opportunity to have others serve as volunteers 

may be possible.  If you would like to serve in 

this manner, please contact me any weekday 

afternoon in the school office between the 

hours of 12:15-3:00.  Thank you! 

 

 

Cheerleaders Needed!  In order to more 

actively promote our school, we need our families to 
serve as our cheerleaders!   
 

Although you will see a definite upswing of positive 
articles in the local media and Facebook posts coming 
from our school office in the coming days and weeks, 
we are asking our families to serve as cheerleaders to 
more actively promote SCS to our community.  The 
articles and posts are a big plus, but they simply are not 
as effective as person-to-person conversation.  
Fortunately for us, our school families are the best 
advertising we could ever dream up!  The one free 
avenue of promoting our school that we can all actively 
engage in is the positive, word-of-mouth information 
that is shared by our school families.  It’s great when 
the parents of our students take an active role in their 
school by sharing our “Good News”!   
 

That being said, if there are times when something less 
than positive has occurred concerning your child or the 
school in general, please feel free to bring that 
situation directly to the attention of your child’s 
teacher or myself as the school principal.  If a true 
solution is to be sought, it certainly won’t be found by 
seeking the opinion of others in the community first. 
An effective solution can only be discovered by shining 
light on the issue with the assistance of those directly 
involved.  Please accept this request as a gentle 
reminder of the power that negative words possess.  
 

We are truly blessed to have such 
supportive, positive parents teaming 
up with our faculty to provide the best 
possible educational environment for 
the students.  Thank you!  Now let’s 
get out there and share the Good News 
of SCS!  U-Rah-Rah!  Go Team! 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read 

through this rather lengthy newsletter.  I 

wish that I could promise that the next 

editions will be shorter, but with all of the 

great events going on within the walls of St. 

Casimir’s School, I just can’t commit to 

that!   

 

Your children are wonderful, our staff is so 

professional and dedicated, and I see only 

blessings ahead for St. Casimir’s School!  

 

Enjoy the beautiful fall weather this 

weekend with your family!   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 


