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Welcome to the 100 th year of 
Catholic education at St. Casimir’s School! 

With the opening of the front doors on September 2nd, the 100th “First Day of 

School” was celebrated by the students, faculty and families of St. Casimir’s 

School in Wells!  As one of the kick-off centennial activities, students and 

faculty launched balloons in the school’s colors of red and black into the bright 

blue afternoon sky.  Notes had been placed within the balloons to help share 

the news of the school’s anniversary year.  

Led by Fr. John Mikolai, the first ever “first day of school” for students of St. 

Casimir’s School (SCS) was held on October 4, 1915.  The Catholic parochial 

school was made possible through the efforts of a devoted group of St. 

Casimir’s parishioners who worked tirelessly to raise funds and personally 

assisted with the building’s construction.  Since that time, thousands of 

students have passed through the stately building where academic excellence 

and moral instruction are priorities. 

As it has been for 100 years, SCS continues to offer quality education in a small 

class setting where Christian values are integrated into all subjects.  As shown 

through the school’s continued accreditation with Minnesota Nonpublic School 

Accrediting Association, high academic standards which meet or exceed state 

requirements are hallmark of the school.  Furthermore, an updated curriculum 

is followed by experienced, dedicated teachers.  Following the population 

trends of our communities, enrollment at SCS has risen and fallen over the 

years.  The school currently offers classes for preschool through eighth grade 

students. 

In preparing for this centennial school year at SCS, I look forward to sharing the 

many blessings of St. Casimir’s School in the unique year ahead!  Everyone is 

invited to tour the well-maintained, 100 year old school, share memories and 

ask questions about the programs offered.  The students and faculty of SCS are 

enjoying an exciting, celebratory school year!    

May God bless your Christmas and New Year  

with peace, joy and the love of Christ!  

 
Mrs. Joanne M. Tibodeau  

Principal  

 

2014-2015 Faculty: 

Elly Benin 
Aimee Chalmers 
Sharon LaVallie 
Linda Raimann 
Chelsea Sonnek 

Julie Stenzel 
Joanne Tibodeau 

Katie Walton 

 

2014-2015 School 
Board Members: 

Angela Bushlack 
Eric (Ike) Dulas 

Eric Huper 
Judy Johnson 
Sarah Oldham 
Patsy Quade 

Marilyn Staloch 

 

Principal: 

Joanne Tibodeau 

 

Tri-Parish Pastor: 

Fr. Thomas Niehaus 

School Mission 
Statement: 

St. Casimir’s School is a 
Christ-centered faith 

community where we pray, 
learn and celebrate together.  

We strive to build an 
atmosphere that fosters an 

appreciation and respect for 
all God’s creation. 
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                  HAPPY 100TH FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL! 

What a great first day of school!  While it is always a joy to  

welcome our students back to school, it was a special pleasure 

to use this day to kick off the centennial anniversary celebrations 

at SCS!  Upon entering the festively decorated school (thanks to 

Sarah Oldham, Judy Johnson and Marilyn Staloch), the students 

were given “Holy Spirit” beads in the school’s colors of black  

and red.  Following the morning Mass where Fr. Niehaus  

reminded the students of their ever-present helper, the Holy  

Spirit, the students and staff enjoyed mini cupcakes in  

celebration of the school’s 100th birthday, courtesy of SCS  

former teachers Katy Schmitz and Lea Nowak.     

 

Another first for the students occurred when they ate lunch 

in the St. Casimir Church Hall.  It was great to be able to gather 

and dine together as a school family rather than traveling next   

door to eat in the USC Cafeteria as had been the practice for decades  

and partaking of giant “100” cookies for dessert wasn’t a bad thing  

either!  To cap off the day’s celebration, the students and staff held a  

balloon launch of red and black balloons which contained the message, 

“Celebrating 100 Years of Catholic Education, St. Casimir’s School, Wells, MN”.   

So if a balloon showed up in your yard, that was our way of saying, “Come  

celebrate with us!”  Our thanks go to Mark Herman, Class of 1976, and  

Herman Manufacturing for the for the helium and to Diane (Roberts)  

Morgan, Class of 1971, for her patience in filling and tying off all those  

balloons.  We had a great first day!   
 

 What a blessing this day brought to all, and what a treat it 

           is to see children within the halls once again! 

 

 

Centennial Tree Planting 

Although a little chilly, the planting of the Centennial Tree in 

front of school went off without a hitch on October 3rd.  Fr. 

Thomas Niehaus, SCS students and faculty joined members of 

the August V. Schultz family in making sure that the tree got 

a great start.  It will be interesting to look at the tree years 

from now and think that we were there when it was just a 

sapling!  ☺  We are very grateful to the Schultz family for 

this wonderful gift to the school.  
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Welcome to the 2014-2015 School Year at SCS! 

Beyond welcoming our fourteen students in the preschool program, we also need to say “hello” to two new 

teachers—who are also SCS alumni!  The alumni members joining the faculty this year are Katie Walton (formerly 

Katie Schultz, daughter of Brian and Carol Schultz) who will be filling the new preschool teaching position and Chelsea 

Sonnek (formerly Chelsea Schultz, daughter of Ron and Chris Schultz) who will be serving as the fourth through sixth 

grades homeroom teacher as well as the instructor for Language Arts and Math.  Our new faculty members will be 

working alongside our returning teachers who include Sharon LaVallie, Linda Raimann, Elly Benin, Aimee Chalmers, 

Julie Stenzel and Joanne Tibodeau who is serving the dual roles of teacher and principal.   

 

We went to the Vet! 

After finishing their Science unit on Needs 
of Living Things, the kindergarten class 
toured the All Pets Medicine, Surgery and 
Rehabilitation Clinic in Mapleton.  Dr. Tim 
Klein showed them x-rays of animals, the 
surgery room and Possum, the kitten, who 
soon became a favorite of the students.  A 
highlight of the visit was learning from Dr. 
Klein how to care for their own pets.  The 
visit was a great lesson for the students in 
learning further the Need of Living Things.  
Thank you, Dr. Klein and All Pets Clinic!  
 

 

The SCS Saints Go Visiting 

The kindergarten through third grade students recently paid a visit 

to the residents of Broadway Apartments to share their stories of 

Saints.  In honor of All Saints Day, these students learned a few facts 

about their favorite saint and dressed up as that special person.  

The little saints also sang several songs for the residents including 

their favorite song about angel hugs.  Giving angel hugs to the 

residents, the students lightly flapped their “wings” on the 

resident’s back while giving a hug.  Following such a hug, one 

resident commented, “It’s been a long time since I got a hug like 

that!”  The outing was a wonderful opportunity for some of our 

youngest area residents to spend time with some of our most 

experienced residents.   

 

Shown in the photo are Saint Mary (Isabella Roberts) with James 

Hassing and Saint Cecelia (McKenzie Roberts) with Martha 

Ignaszewski.  The SCS students shared all the interesting things they 

know about their special saint. 

Did you know…The Franciscan nuns 

who first staffed SCS were housed on the 

upper story of the building.   A girls 

dormitory made up the other half of the 

top floor. 
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Dare to Believe in Catholic Education! 
After much preparation by many, many hands, the scene was set for the celebration of the St. Casimir’s School 

Centennial Mass in which Bishop John Quinn presided on November 1st.  In speaking of the school’s long history and 

dedication to the students and families of the local communities, Bishop Quinn repeatedly expressed his delight in the 

school and the hope for its long continuation.  Following the Mass, a meal was served in the church hall, and with the 

delicious scents wafting into the church from the supper being prepared, there was no shortage of eager diners!  Having 

both Bishop Quinn and Winona diocese Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Marsha Stenzel, join the parishioners for 

both the Mass and the meal was an honor.  It provided a wonderful opportunity for the parishioners to visit with these 

two faith-filled and knowledgeable leaders as they celebrated the blessing of 100 years of education.  
 

Following the tasty meal, a short program was held during which tri-

parish pastor Fr. Thomas Niehaus and current SCS principal Joanne 

Tibodeau expressed their appreciation for the support that the 

school has received from its very first years until today.  Introducing 

the short slide show titled “Dare to Believe”, Principal Tibodeau had 

this to say, “Daring to believe in the value and need for Catholic 

education within our community, a group of committed 

parishioners, led by Fr. John Mikolai, brought forth the reality of St. 

Casimir’s School with the laying of the school’s cornerstone in 1915.  

From a mustard seed of faith, the school was grown, and the first 

classes were held later that year.  It is as true today as it was back 

then that miracles happen when people of faith, trusting in Jesus, 

stand up and say ‘I dare to believe in Catholic education.’  We are so 

very grateful to those early parishioners who sacrificed to make the 

dream of a local Catholic school a reality, not only for the children of 

1915, but also for the students of 2014 and beyond.  Miracles DO 

happen when we dare to believe.”   

 

After the presentation, the gathering was invited to take an additional trip down memory lane through a tour of the 

school and a historical display of photos, articles, trophies and school apparel.   Something that was enjoyed by the 

young as well as the young at heart!  The evening was a blessing of shared celebration and memories.  May this evening 

be repeated through the many years to come! 

  

Shown in the photo (left to right) are Larry 

Stenzel, SCS alumnus from the Class of 1973; 

Superintendent of School’s Marsha Stenzel; 

Jean (Dulas) Stenzel, Class of 1944; Rick 

Herman, Class of 1973; and Bishop John 

Quinn.   

Gene Hassing (second 

generation SCS 

alumnus, Class of 

1963) and his wife Pat 

are shown dining with 

their granddaughters 

Mckenzie, Isabella and 

Paige Roberts who are 

and fourth generation 

SCS students. 

 

The 

presentation 

of SCS 

memorabilia 

through the 

years was a 

big hit with a 

variety of 

ages! 
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                        Mother Thrice AdmirableMother Thrice AdmirableMother Thrice AdmirableMother Thrice Admirable    

If you recently visited SCS, If you recently visited SCS, If you recently visited SCS, If you recently visited SCS, you may have noticed new Marian art, “Mother Thrice you may have noticed new Marian art, “Mother Thrice you may have noticed new Marian art, “Mother Thrice you may have noticed new Marian art, “Mother Thrice 
Admirable” on the walls of the halls as well as in each classroom.  MTA is an Admirable” on the walls of the halls as well as in each classroom.  MTA is an Admirable” on the walls of the halls as well as in each classroom.  MTA is an Admirable” on the walls of the halls as well as in each classroom.  MTA is an 
acronym for the name of the painting which comes from the Latin acronym for the name of the painting which comes from the Latin acronym for the name of the painting which comes from the Latin acronym for the name of the painting which comes from the Latin "Mater Ter "Mater Ter "Mater Ter "Mater Ter 
Admirabilis” which literally means "greatly admirabAdmirabilis” which literally means "greatly admirabAdmirabilis” which literally means "greatly admirabAdmirabilis” which literally means "greatly admirable mother." More recently, le mother." More recently, le mother." More recently, le mother." More recently, 
however, this title has taken on a more symbolic meaning in that Mary is called however, this title has taken on a more symbolic meaning in that Mary is called however, this title has taken on a more symbolic meaning in that Mary is called however, this title has taken on a more symbolic meaning in that Mary is called 
Thrice Admirable because she is the Mother of God, the Mother of the Savior and Thrice Admirable because she is the Mother of God, the Mother of the Savior and Thrice Admirable because she is the Mother of God, the Mother of the Savior and Thrice Admirable because she is the Mother of God, the Mother of the Savior and 
Mother of the redeemed. She can also be described as Thrice AdmirableMother of the redeemed. She can also be described as Thrice AdmirableMother of the redeemed. She can also be described as Thrice AdmirableMother of the redeemed. She can also be described as Thrice Admirable    because of her because of her because of her because of her 
faith, her love and her hope.  faith, her love and her hope.  faith, her love and her hope.  faith, her love and her hope.      

    

The art was placed within our school as a visual reminder for all to grow more like the ChildThe art was placed within our school as a visual reminder for all to grow more like the ChildThe art was placed within our school as a visual reminder for all to grow more like the ChildThe art was placed within our school as a visual reminder for all to grow more like the Child    Jesus through Jesus through Jesus through Jesus through 
his mother Maryhis mother Maryhis mother Maryhis mother Mary--------————to grow in love and leadership for our families and each other, for our parish to grow in love and leadership for our families and each other, for our parish to grow in love and leadership for our families and each other, for our parish to grow in love and leadership for our families and each other, for our parish and school, and school, and school, and school, 
for our neighborhood and country.  To aid in this endeavor, the school will be dedicated to Mother Thrice for our neighborhood and country.  To aid in this endeavor, the school will be dedicated to Mother Thrice for our neighborhood and country.  To aid in this endeavor, the school will be dedicated to Mother Thrice for our neighborhood and country.  To aid in this endeavor, the school will be dedicated to Mother Thrice 
Admirable during the Children’s Mass on December 8Admirable during the Children’s Mass on December 8Admirable during the Children’s Mass on December 8Admirable during the Children’s Mass on December 8th, th, th, th, which is also the Feast of the Immaculate which is also the Feast of the Immaculate which is also the Feast of the Immaculate which is also the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception.  As it is our prayer and goal Conception.  As it is our prayer and goal Conception.  As it is our prayer and goal Conception.  As it is our prayer and goal to further the education of our students in becoming strong, pure, to further the education of our students in becoming strong, pure, to further the education of our students in becoming strong, pure, to further the education of our students in becoming strong, pure, 
joyful boys and girls and young men and young women, we ask for the aid of MTA to form them into joyful boys and girls and young men and young women, we ask for the aid of MTA to form them into joyful boys and girls and young men and young women, we ask for the aid of MTA to form them into joyful boys and girls and young men and young women, we ask for the aid of MTA to form them into 
saintssaintssaintssaints————great saints needed in society today!  great saints needed in society today!  great saints needed in society today!  great saints needed in society today!   

 

THE SHOEMAKER’S APPEAL 

With more than $10,000 donated to this annual  

fundraiser, we are already over a quarter of the way 

towards of goal of raising $40,000 through this year’s 

Shoemaker’s Appeal.  We are very grateful to those who 

have already donated including Larry Stenzel, Therese 

Murray, Richard and Barb Stenzel, Clem and Jean Stenzel, 

Ray Rauenhorst, Craig Mueller, Dan Stenzel, Jan Rucker 

and Ned Kalis.  Adding another $6,810.00 in anonymous 

donations to these generous individual donations brings 

our appeal total to $10,910.00!  We hope to close out this 

project on December 20th, so if you are able to make your 

donation before this day, it would be much appreciated.  

If you are unable to donate at this time, please add the 

school’s continued success to your prayer list—especially 

during this centennial year!  As Alfred Tennyson wrote, 

“More things are wrought by prayer than this world 

dreams.”  
 

SCS Facebook:  Have you 
“liked” us on Facebook yet?  Abby 
Roberts, Class of 1994, does a great 
job of keeping us up-to-date on this 
website.  If you haven’t checked us 
out, do so at your earliest 
convenience.  Feel free to “Share” any 
items that you see on the site.  The 
more people reading about all the 
goodness of SCS, the better!  ☺ 

 

 

Did you know…The cost of the 

original three-story school with eight 

classrooms, kitchen and gymnasium 

(current Fr. Mikolai Hall) was $40,000 

in 1915.  A great savings was realized 

when Fr. Mikolai chose to serve as the 

project’s general contractor.  When 

more room was needed, construction 

of four classrooms and a gymnasium 

was built at a cost of $200,000. 
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Holiday Greetings from SCS! 

During a recent shopping trip, an interesting poster was seen asking the following question: 
 

“What if you woke up today with only the things you thanked God for yesterday? 
 

Who or what would you be left with?  Who or what would be missing?  Especially during 
this time of family gatherings, please make sure to take time to be thankful for those 
around you…and to let them know it!  Here at St. Casimir’s School, please know how 
greatly thankful we are for our loyal school families, our dedicated parish and supportive 
alumni.  We are blessed.  Have a wonderful holiday season!            

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Where should we meet for lunch?  As many 

of you are aware, our local school district, United 

South Central, moved into a new school at the 

beginning of this school year.  After having the public 

school’s lunch service available less than a block away 

from SCS for so long, the thought of this no longer 

occurring brought up a common concern—“How will 

our SCS kids get to the new school on the outskirts 

of town for lunch?”   The answer was simple—they 

won’t!  We are happy to report that bringing the 

lunches to the kids rather than the kids to the USC 

lunch room has been an unexpected blessing.  The 

lunches are transported to our parish hall each day 

where they are served hot to our students.  This new 

practice has brought the bonuses of allowing some 

flexibility back into our schedule and the kids love 

eating in the church hall and having more time for 

recess!  A wonderful win-win situation!  

 

“St. Casimir’s congregation can well take 

pride in their school…as a worthy 

representative of pastor and people in that 

mighty force for good citizenship, brotherly 

love and Godliness—Christian Education.”   

Written by F.B. Stubbs, Secretary of the 

Building Committee, in the 1915 souvenir 

booklet on the opening of St. Casimir’s 

School 

WE ARE CURRENTLY SEEKING SCS MEMORABILIA.  AT SOME POINT IN 

THE SCHOOL’S EARLY YEARS, PHOTOS AND SOME HISTORICAL 

DOCUMENTS WERE STORED OFF SITE AND HAVE NOT BEEN RECOVERED.  

IF YOU OR YOUR FAMILY HAVE ITEMS SUCH AS PHOTOS, ARTICLES, EVENT 

PROGRAMS, YEARBOOKS…WE WOULD LOVE TO RECEIVE COPIES OF 

THEM!  ALTHOUGH WE HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED A FEW ITEMS, BEING 

GIFTED WITH ADDITIONAL ITEMS WOULD HELP PAINT A MORE 

COMPLETE PICTURE OF HISTORY OF ST. CASIMIR’S SCHOOL.  

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!  
 

 

“We’re laying a manger for Mary, a manger 

for Jesus the Lord!”  These beautiful words from a 

familiar hymn were put into action during a recent SCS 

prayer service.  As an Advent project, our entire student 

body have become “Secret Saints”.  And the kindnesses 

have abounded since then!  During the prayer service, 

Mrs. Sonnek reminded the students how Advent is a time 

to prepare for the coming of  

Jesus into our hearts—much like 

a manger so very many years 

ago.  She then asked any  

students who have begun  

preparing their hearts by doing 

secret kindnesses for others  

to help prepare the manger for 

Jesus by laying straw in it.  By  

the end of the service, the  

students had prepared a manger 

fit for a king—the King of Kings!! 
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St. Casimir’s SchoolSt. Casimir’s SchoolSt. Casimir’s SchoolSt. Casimir’s School    
2014-2015 SAMPLE Ordering Pictures 

 
 

BOTH the Centennial Baseball Hat 

and the SCS Baseball Hat will have 

“St. Casimir’s School” on the back.  

The front will be the respective logo.  

All hats will be black with red trim.   

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
To commemorate our centennial school year,  

St. Casimir’s School will be hosting a 

CENTENNIAL ALL SCHOOL REUNION  

Kernels Days Weekend   ~   August 14-16, 2015 

Centennial Ornament SCS Can Koozie 

Centennial T-Shirt 

SCS Shirts—

Polo and 

T-Shirt 

The order form and 

ordering information for 

all of these items—and 

more!—can be found on 

the back. 


