
By Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski 

As we enter October, we need to 

remember that the month is dedi-

cated to awareness of domestic 

violence.  Please see the homep-

age of our website, 

www.nccw.org, where you will find 

much information that can be used 

to educate and take action against 

this terrible practice that afflicts all 

levels of society. 

It was so very gratifying to see eve-

ryone at our 2018 Annual National 

Convention in Pittsburgh, PA!  I am 

so grateful to all who attended and 

to those who made the prepara-

tions and who worked so hard 

throughout.  Our speakers were 

wonderful and gave edifying and 

meaningful messages. The Com-

missions and committees present-

ed their work in ways that were 

entertaining but at the same time 

provided much material for us to 

take home to share with our mem-

bers who were unable to attend. 

We adopted some necessary 

changes made to bring our bylaws 

into sync with practice and with 

existing bylaw Articles.  Resolu-

tions on Mentoring At-Risk Youth, 

Treatment of Those Affected by 

Mental Disorders, Building Our 

Future, and Environment -Plastics 

Reuse and Recycling were adopt-

ed.  As always, the Liturgies were 

beautiful and provided moments 

of profound beauty as we united in 

prayer and in song.  A true high-

light was the announcement 

of Nympha White as the win-

ner of the Our Lady of Good 

Counsel Award.  Again, we 

offer Nympha our congratula-

tions and thanks for all she 

accomplishes.  Perhaps the 

most stunning thing about 

Convention has to be the 

gathering of Councilwomen 

from throughout the nation, 

united in Mission, resulting in 

the formation of deep and 

lasting friendships that span 

the country.  We are all grate-

ful to Jean Kelly, Convention 

Chair, our local PA volunteers 

led by Christine Raizin, and 

our NCCW staff for doing their 

utmost to make our 2018 

Convention simply great.   

Please note that a summary of 

Convention Highlights  and 

the link to obtain photographs 

of Convention are at our web-

site, www.nccw.org, as well as 

the outline and audio of Bish-

op Caggiano’s magnificent 

keynote speech and the audio 

of Cardinal DiNardo’s beauti-

ful homily by clicking on the 

Convention tab on the home 

page and perusing all the en-

tries there.   

I have been so happy to re-

ceive large numbers of volun-

teer applications for positions 

on our commissions and com-

mittees and will publish the 

lists in October.  Thank you 

to all who have submitted 

their name and interests.  

This truly evidences the abil-

ity of every member who 

wishes to participate to do 

so and I am most thankful 

for the many envelopes ar-

riving daily. 

In response to Hurricane 

Florence, we are offering 

the opportunity for our 

members to donate to alle-

viate the material losses 

suffered by those impacted 

by the storm.  All of the 

money collected will be sent 

to Catholic Charities USA for 

their Hurricane Florence 

Relief Fund.  Your unfailing 

generosity to those in need 

is indeed living our Mission 

and so heartwarming.   

As many of our councils now 

swing into full action, I hope 

that you will examine ways 

to implement our resolu-

tions, to look at ways to 

participate in our national 

anti human trafficking pro-

ject, and to use our new 

prayers and mini-retreats.  

Catholic women can do 

whatever we set our hearts 

on; together, we are a for-

midable force for good in 
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our world.  Our theme this year is NCCW Reflecting 

God’s Joy: Caring for His Creation and our faith for-

mation projects will be centered around Pope Fran-

cis’ Laudato Si. 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel ask her Divine Son to 
bless you, your families, those who suffer from Do-
mestic Violence, and our National Council of Catholic 
Women with profound peace! 

 

From the President,  

continued 
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From the President-elect 

By Jean Kelly, NCCW President-elect 

   

Thank you to everyone who was able to come 
to Convention in Pittsburgh!  I hope you are 
making plans to enable more of your mem-
bers to come to Convention 2019 in Atlanta. I 
have heard of basket drawings and raffles of 
fresh baked goods done at meetings with the 
donations going toward a Convention fund to 
help offset costs.  A fundraiser wine tasting 
event was held in one archdiocese.  Do you 

have an idea to share?? Send it to me using “Funds for Convention 
Idea” as the subject line. Send it to jeanakelly@hotmail.com and I will 
share them monthly. Plan now to be in Atlanta August 21-24, 2019 or 
come early for tours and sightseeing! 

The movie Indivisible that was shown at Convention will be in theatres 
on October 26.  Another reminder will be sent. 

The October member call will feature the Nominating Committee and 
will discuss the process to nominate someone and what is required.  
Call in on October 17 at  5:00 p.m. (PT); 6:00 p.m. (MT); 7:00 p.m. (CT); 
8 p.m. (ET). Call in number: 515-739-1261 Access Code:  703993#.   

 
 

You can still place an order for Conven-

tion 2018 photos:  

http://conventionphoto.photostockplus.com/
album_2707886 

The National Council of Catholic Women extends 

their sympathy to President-Elect Jean Kelly, fol-

lowing the death of her beloved husband, Jerry. 

May he rest in peace eternal.  

Click here to make a memorial donation. 

Condolences can be sent to: Jean Kelly/800 Terrace 
Drive/Elm Grove, WI 53122 

mailto:jeanakelly@hotmail.com
http://conventionphoto.photostockplus.com/album_2707886
http://conventionphoto.photostockplus.com/album_2707886
https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/donation.jsp?campaign=55&
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Member Call: October 17 

Member Call information 

Call in number for all calls:  (515) 739 - 1261    

Access Code: 703993#    

Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8 pm (ET) 

1.  If you join the call after the start time, please do not 
announce yourself despite the instruction to do so. 

2. When you join the call, please mute your phone by 
pressing *6.  You can take the phone off mute if you 
wish to speak by pressing *6 again. 

Leadership Commission 

Help the National Council of Catholic Women 

Erase Human Trafficking 

National HT Hotline: 888-373-7888 

By Bev McCarvel, Leadership Commission Chair 

You are all here at convention/at this meeting—because you said ……YES. 

You are officers in your parish, deanery, vicariate, and diocese—because you said… YES. 

You bake cookies—because you said ……YES. 

You are committee members—because you said ……. YES. 

You have grown spiritually—because you said…… YES. 

You dust the pews in your parish—because you said ….. YES. 

You carpool with those who can’t drive—because you said…… YES. 

You have been the hostess—because you said ……YES. 

You clean up after events—because you said ……. YES. 

You have traveled to other parishes to talk about CCW—because you said ……..YES. 

You have made the most wonderful friends—because you said …..YES. 

You teach the youth in our schools—because you said …..YES. 

                You support your bishop, priests, and clergy—because you said ……YES. 

You ARE a leader—because you said ……YES. 

Membership is everyone’s responsibility and at the Convention in Pittsburgh the Leadership Team shared some of the rea-
sons we are members of Council. Please feel free to use this at your own meetings. The word “Yes” was spoken by each of 
our speakers at Convention at least once if not more. There seemed to be an underlying “yes” throughout Convention. I 
believe Our Lady of Good Council inspired much about this Convention. It seems you can not put into words the experience 
of an NCCW Convention. You must come and experience it yourself. So, put Atlanta, GA on your calendar for Aug 21-24, 
2019 and start planning AND saving today. Where is your “yes” leading you? 

Reminder: The Human Trafficking Pencils that were in each of the Convention bags are available on the nccw.org website – 
just 4/$1.00 or 100/$25.00. They are navy blue with white letters and say: 

https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/product.jsp?product=68&
http://www.nccw.org
https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/product.jsp?product=68&


By Rose Martinet, Treasurer 

If was so great to see so many of you in 
Pittsburgh this past August.  I hope you 
enjoyed Convention as much as I 
did. It’s such fun to spend time with my 
CCW Sisters in Christ, we have so much 
to share with each other.  I thought the 
Convention speakers were wonder-
ful.  It was my pleasure to introduce 
Bishop Caggiano to you as the Keynote 
speaker—wasn’t he great? (You can 
access his talk at the NCCW website.) 
 
Thank you so much for supporting our 
2018 Convention.  As you know, our 
annual Convention is part of our fund 
raising activities for the year.  Your 
support of it is very important.  I hope 
you begin to make plans to attend Con-
vention in Atlanta, Georgia - Aug. 21 - 
24, 2019.   

From the Liturgy collections at conven-
tion Catholic Relief Services (CRS) was 
sent $1,075.00, Cross Catholic was sent 
$1028.50, Catholic Charities USA was 
sent $895. and $2,988.50 remained 
with NCCW. Total collected at the Lit-
urgies was $5,997.  I can’t thank you 
enough for your wonderful generosity 
to NCCW and these wonderful organi-
zations. 

Please continue to send your donations 
for Catholic Relief Services to the 
NCCW office and we will forward them 
to CRS. 

 Enjoy the Fall Colors!    

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Pray for us. 
 

By Mary Rowley, Spirituality Commission Chair 

What a great Convention in Pittsburgh this year! I was so happy to see 
everyone. As we mentioned in the Spirituality presentation, we now have 
two mini retreats on our NCCW website that you have access to.  Just be 
sure to log in, then go to online resources and you will find the one for 
Dignity of Women and the other Gifts of the Visitation.  Our third one 
will be available in time for Advent and is called the Journey of a Wom-
an's Life: Using the Sacraments to Grow in Our Faith. 

These retreats are very user friendly and I encourage all Councils to make 
good use of them. It's a great way to grow closer to God and to one an-
other.  

The month of October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month and Re-
spect Life Month. Dignity is right in the middle of both of these top-
ics.  We must value and respect the dignity that is present in every human 
being and in all life that is created by God. Please take the time with your 
Councils to address these important topics. Education is key to stopping  
these horrible acts that take place in our homes and communities. 

 

God bless you all. 

From the Treasurer 
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Welcome Back, Christian Mothers! 

By Suzanne Erpenbach, LTD team member 

It’s here…it’s updated …and it’s designed to nurture councils 

forward    

The new edition of the National Council of Catholic Wom-

en Guidance and Resource Manual, introduced at the re-

cent NCCW Convention, offers proven ways to operate dy-

namic councils at every level. The new edition is available 

to both councils and individual members thru NCCW for 

$30.00. The expanded manual provides information in seg-

ments for ready-reference and serving use, with a new 

chapter on essential technology for council leaders and 

communications. Each chapter is easy-to-read and full of 

helpful, encouraging and supportive information. The LTD 

team collaborated to revise the new edition with councils 

of all sizes and needs in mind. 

Chapter 1 offers ways to strategize for success, evaluate, 

set goals, create and plan. Chapter 2 gives guidelines for 

orderly operations. Membership enhancement tools are 

provided in Chapter 3. Public relations guidelines to organ-

ize and communicate the good news and activities of coun-

cil are included in Chapter 4. All councils look to build lead-

ership. Chapter 5 supports these interests and efforts. En-

hance understanding of the commission system with details 

included in Chapter 6. Chapter 7 is a new addition giving 

technology information to organize and enhance communi-

cations within councils.  

Give your council leaders and membership a gift with this 

new edition. Share information pieces in segments at 

meetings to nurture all members with knowledge and abil-

ity to nurture leadership development. Or, use the manual 

as a design for a council enrichment day. However you ap-

ply and share the manual, it will support council progres-

sion toward the future with the book that keeps giving…and 

giving to support your  goals and efforts. 

Suzanne Erpenbach, LTD Team Member/Publicity Coordina-

tor 

For information on hosting an LTD program, contact us at 

nccwltdcontact@gmail.com. 

NEW! Revised Guidance & Resource 

By Sheila Hopkins, NCCW Immediate Past President 

In 1979, Mary “Winkie” LeFils was elected President of the Na-

tional Council of Catholic Women at the Pittsburgh Convention. 

Fr. Bertin Roll, then National Director of the Archconfraternity 

of Christian Mothers, visited with Winkie and wished success to 

her and the NCCW. Fast forward to the 2018 Convention in 

Pittsburgh, where Winkie visited the headquarters of the Arch-

confraternity of Christian Mothers, now more commonly re-

ferred to as the Christian Mothers, and spoke to Jill Turok. Ex-

plaining their past history of affiliation with NCCW, Jill was 

ready to send a check to NCCW. Thank you, Winkie! 

I followed up with Jill and learned more about the organization. 

Originating in France, the organization is connected to the Cap-

uchin Franciscans and their focus is on prayer within their own 

families and in the community where they live.  Parish based 

and under the patronage of Mary, the Mother of Sorrows, the 

organization extends beyond the U.S. borders to places such as 

Puerto Rico and Nigeria. For more information, visit Christian 

Mothers at capuchin.com . We welcome them back as one of 

the affiliated organizations of NCCW. Together we make a 

difference! 

https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/product.jsp?product=36&
https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/product.jsp?product=36&
https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/product.jsp?product=36&
mailto:nccwltdcontact@gmail.com
http://www.capuchin.com/index.php/acm
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Call for Nominations 

 

By Sharon O’Brien, Nominating Committee member 

Would you help shape our next 100 years of history by encouraging an esteemed 
member to run for office?  NCCW is seeking dedicated women for the positions of 
President-Elect, Secretary and seven (7) Nominating Committee openings.   
 
Do you know a member with outstanding leadership skills? Please encourage her to 
apply for a position. Or, share her name with our Nominating Committee Chair, Nancy 
Poll and the Committee will contact her. Or, you may be the potential leader – apply! 
No recommendations required.  
 
All information to submit applications is at www.nccw.org. 
Complete applications will be accepted electronically on or before December 15, 2018.   
Hint: It is critical to request immediately the Bishop’s Letter.   
 
President-Elect serves six years beginning with her installation at the 2019 Convention: two years as President-Elect, two as Presi-
dent, and two as Immediate-Past President.  Eligibility includes having served as an arch/diocesan president and having served two 
years  on the NCCW Board of Directors. Requirements include attending conventions, Board of Directors meetings, other meetings 
as requested, and be available for regular conference calls of the Executive Committee. 
 
Secretary serves a two-year term, beginning with her installation at the 2019 Convention.  Requirements include attending con-
ventions, Board of Directors meetings, other meetings as requested, and be available for regular conference calls of the Executive 
Committee. 
 
Nominating Committee members serve a two-year term beginning with installation at the 2019 Convention.  A candidate must be 
able to communicate by email, meet by conference call, and possess computer skills.  
 
Election Timeline 
February 2019 – Announcement of candidates  
April 1 – May 1, 2019 – Voting  
August 2019 - Installation at NCCW Convention 
 
For complete requirements, application form, and NCCW Bylaws, see www.nccw.org.   
 
Members of the Nominating Committee: Chair Nancy Poll 156nancy@bellsouth.net, Mary Sue Barnum marysuebarnum@att.net, 
Mary Ann Cummins maryann.cummins4@gmail.com, Marlene Grover martini53@sc.rr.com, Sharon O’Brien obriensa@cua.edu , 
Arleen Roelike aroelike8@gmail.com and Linnea Warda lbw1156@sbcglobal.net.  

 

http://www.nccw.org
http://www.nccw.org
mailto:156nancy@bellsouth.net
mailto:marysuebarnum@att.net
mailto:maryann.cummins4@gmail.com
mailto:martini53@sc.rr.com
mailto:obriensa@cua.edu
mailto:aroelike8@gmail.com
mailto:lbw1156@sbcglobal.net


to risk vulnerability in order to find 

healing. The webinar will examine the 

characteristics of a healing community 

and some practical ways an individual 

can consider for healing the internal-

ized shame that is shaping their life 

narrative. 

Webinar presenters are Dr. John Vining, 

who has been involved with counseling 

for nearly 30 years and is an ordained 

minister in the Church of God in Cleve-

land, Tennessee and Rev. John Com-

stock, who has served most of his min-

istry in support roles for the local 

church, and helps churches utilize tech-

nology to build relationships.  

 

Legislative Advocacy:  RAAP Webinar 
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By Karen Painter, Legislative Advocacy 
Chair and Religious Alliance Against Por-
nography (RAAP) Representative 
                                             

"UNASHAMED - Pornography, Shame, 

and The Healing Community" 

The Religious Alliance Against Pornogra-

phy presents their newest free one hour 

webinar, October 16, Noon EDT, and/or 

October 23, 8pm EDT. 

Register here. 

This webinar will examine the role of 

shame, especially in relation to the 

promises of intimacy pornography 

promises but never delivers. A healing 

community is one that enables broken-

ness to be openly discussed, so that it 

can be healed. It will explore some of 

the essential characteristics of a healing 

community, along with key principles to 

help people gain freedom from the dam-

age of pornography. 

God's Design: 
We are wired for intimate connection. 

Intimacy requires a willingness to be 

known by others through our willingness 

to risk vulnerability. The webinar will 

examine the biblical narrative that 

speaks to our need for relational con-

nection. 

The Reality: 
Pornography sells us a lie that the inten-

sity of sexualized images are the way 

toward intimacy. Shame motivates indi-

viduals toward pornographic consump-

tion and it moves us toward hiding, 

withdrawal, attacking self, or attacking 

others. This webinar will examine how 

shame becomes the barrier to intimacy. 

Moving Ahead: 
Moving ahead requires the willingness 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8673151522032431619?source=RAAP
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8673151522032431619?source=RAAP
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8673151522032431619?source=RAAP
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Service Commission 

By Diane Tugander, Service Commission Chair 

Convention is over and we are back home getting ready for another amazing year of Council work. The Service Commission 
would like to thank all who came to our Session on RESPITE, we hope you found it informative.  As we mentioned at Convention 
we would like to continue our series “Sharing our Special Stories of Service”. Below see our first installment for 2018/2019, sent 
to us by Tracy Janis, Portland, Oregon Province Director from the Diocese of Boise.                  

The Idaho Council of Catholic Women West Central Deanery CCWs will be sponsoring and supporting anti-trafficking 
efforts by their participation in the 1st Semi-Annual Row for Human Trafficking Awareness.  This event will be held in 
October at the Camp Rhino-Boise. Teams of four to six, and Super-Rower teams of 2 will row 24 hours. We will have 
involvement by law-enforcement, state legislative members, and members of the media. We will be using information 
from the National Council of Catholic Women, the Idaho Anti-Trafficking Coalition, the Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI), and Operation Shield. The funds raised during this event will go towards INsideOUT Cares, an Eagle, Idaho organi-
zation that provides Anti Human Trafficking training for adults and children. Planning ahead for our 2nd Semi-Annual 
Row for Human Trafficking Awareness funds raised will go to SAVE THE NEXT GIRL fundraiser.  

What a great idea to get awareness out to the public in a fun and competitive way! Tracy, we hope it is a great success! 

Ladies, if you have a special event or project that has been super successful, let’s get it out there and share with others.  We 
want to hear from you! 

  

2019 Our Lady of Good Counsel Award 

By Teresa Sarzynski, NCCW Secretary 

 

Will you be the person who nominates the exceptional NCCW member who is 

honored with the NCCW Our Lady of Good Counsel Award at the 2019 NCCW 

Convention in Atlanta? 

 

We are looking for the most outstanding NCCW member we can find.  We 

want to find the woman who, with a commitment to spirituality, leadership 

and service, welcomes everyone, mentors new members, and shares gener-

ously with a servant’s heart. A member who uses the NCCW programs and 

resources to initiate activities and projects which live out the mission of NCCW 

and act on our resolutions. A woman who is making a significant difference 

through her leadership in Council is exactly the kind of member we want you 

to nominate. A remarkable woman who exemplifies what is best about the 

National Council of Catholic Women! 

 

Recent winners include: Nympha White, Diocese of Peoria in 2018, Joan 

McGrath, Diocese of St Paul-Minneapolis in 2016, Marylin Ericksen, Diocese of 

Grand Island, NE in 2014, Sally Jackson, Diocese of Knoxville, TN in 2012 and 

Pearl Sullens, Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, OK in 2010.   

 

Are you already thinking of someone special in YOUR Council? NOMINATE 

HER! Everything you need can be found on the NCCW website—forms and 

details. Be certain to read the instructions very carefully as only complete 

nomination packets which address all questions and fulfill all requirements can 

be considered. Nominations will be accepted in the NCCW office from March 

11th-April 22nd only. 

Episcopal Liaison Bishop Parkes with 2018 

OLGC Award recipient Nympha White 
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Get your NCCW polo shirt and sweater! 

Education Committee: Growing Our Councils 

By Beth Mahoney, Education Com-

mittee Chair 

As we enter into the fall season we are 

reminded that the leaves on the tress 

begin to turn beautiful colors and most 

people living in the areas where the 4 

seasons are visible enjoy, for a mo-

ment, the splendor of the multitude of 

beauty surrounding them.  While those 

who did not have this experience can 

sometimes, but not totally, relate to 

how people sense the change in the 

seasons and the need to savor the col-

ors. They see the same beautiful blue 

skies every day, with the occasional 

cloud passing by. I share this image as 

many members return to their Council 

after living the Convention in Pitts-

burgh.  Convention goers return excited 

about who they saw, what was said and 

how the spirit of Council was captured 

and expressed. 

As we move into our second year 

as members of the Education 

Committee we are reminded to 

savor the work that was done to 

grow our Council and to ready 

ourselves to plant seeds to culti-

vate the soil for some rich colors 

to develop right before us. As we 

prepare to meet with our Coun-

cils, let us be mindful of the young 

people in our midst and invite them to 

share in our projects and programs 

this coming year. 

Perhaps we might invite a high school 

or college student to one of our 

meetings, invite her to speak about 

one of the major issues that NCCW 

supports or consider having her lead 

prayer. The fall season, with all its 

colors, did not just arrive with this 

beauty.  It was nurtured, pruned, wa-

tered, toiled, seeds planted and some 

care was given to its growth.  

Growing our Council needs much 

attention, some solid soil, extreme 

care and some food. Let us this fall 

look to the beauty around us and 

allow it to engulf us with the cour-

age to reach out to high schools 

and colleges to invite them to help 

us grow our Council. Remember to 

visit www.nccw.org for information 

on the high school and college 

Councils. 

 

http://www.nccw.org
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By Kathy Bonner 

 

Is Domestic Violence an issue we can discard and move on to some-
thing else?  Is there still a need? 

 

• Domestic Violence is the third leading cause of homelessness in 
families 

 

• Every year women lose 8,000,000 days of paid work due to abuse 

 

• Number of American troops killed in Afghanistan & Iraq from 2001-2012 : 6,488 

 

• Number of American women murdered by current or ex partners during the same time    
11,766 

 

• Power and Control abuse issues are rampant in today’s middle schools 

 

• Children run away from homes of abuse and then are targets for human trafficking 

 

• Abusers force the abortion of babies  

 

Every time I speak to groups on this issue women come to me to share their story.  My wish 
is to educate so there will no longer be stories of abuse because Catholic women said, “This 
is enough! No More!!” 

 

Go to nccw.org.  On the front page, click the box to obtain the resource and print. Every-
thing you need is included to present an educational event in your parish.    

 

The mission is to Heal The Wounds Forever! 

 

To Save Future Generations We Need To Educate Now 

http://www.nccw.org
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Fundraiser Suggestion from Monks’ Bread 

Monk’s Bread was one of the many delightful exhibitors at the 2018 Convention in Pittsburgh, and they have a fundraising idea that 

might work for your Council or parish group. If your group is interested, you can email Heidi at heidi@monksbread.com . 

Fundraising with Monks' Bread is as easy as 1, 2, 3. 

  

1. Take orders and collect payment.  

2. Send us your bulk totals and payment. We bake and pack, then ship your bulk order directly to you. 

3. You deliver the individual customer orders of fresh and delicious Monks' products. 

  

The details: 

$200 minimum order, please. 

We'll provide an order form template.  

We will work with you to determine a delivery date. 

Shipping charges determined by zip code of bulk delivery.  

No charge to pick up your bulk order at our Gatehouse Store at the Abbey in Piffard, NY. 

We offer suggested retail pricing as a guideline. You determine the retail pricing for your fundraiser. 

  

  

mailto:heidi@monksbread.com

