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Freshly returned from the
2018 General Assembly of
the World Union of Catholic
Women’s Organisations, I
am happy to say that our
contingent from the NCCW
arrived home safely full of
memories of our time together with Catholic women
from all over the world who
met together in Senegal.
Joyous liturgies, spontaneous singing and dancing,
uplifting prayer, inspiring
talks, and new resolutions
filled our time as we
worked, ate, prayed, and
sang together.
Here in New England, in
sharp contrast to the hot
humid weather of Africa, it
has turned quite chilly. The
leaves are gorgeous in their
jewel tones, and thoughts
turn from relaxing summer
days to a more profound
sense of change and life
seems to dance to a faster
tempo.
Change is inevitable and we
Catholics observe this as we
recall those who have preceded us to Eternal Life in
this traditional month of
remembrance.

November Holidays and
Holy Days!

When I was small, I always
confused All Souls and All
Saints Days. In my child
mind, they seemed the
same, and in a sense, I was
not far off the mark for in
our Christian tradition, we
honor the importance of
the individual soul. Intercessory prayers to the
Saints said for those we
love and for those who
have no one to pray for
them; these November
feasts mark these prayers.
This year, we vote in November on the 6th and it is
important to do so as we
recall our veterans who
purchased and secured
that right for us as we honor them on the anniversary
of the 11th hour of the 11th
day of the 11th month,
marking the Armistice of
the War to End All Wars in
1918- and we pray that
someday we shall see dialogue, prayer and reflection
replace armed conflicts.
But our gratitude for the
courage and sacrifice of our
veterans and their families
will remain forever, for
they keep our right to reli-

gious freedom alive.
On the Thursday preceding
Thanksgiving, we ask our
members to fast and to
consider contributing what
they save to Catholic Relief
Services. It is a time to be
aware of food insecurity
and even starvation and
we pray that soon no one
has to go without a meal so
the rest of the family can
eat and that no mother has
to watch helplessly as her
child withers and slips
away. As Catholic women,
we need to pray and to
find our voice and take action to support the good
work done through CRS to
end hunger.
Then we reach Thanksgiving; a beautiful holiday
whose very name sings
praise to God for all the
good He has shown us. We
have so much to be thankful for in our blessed land
and I pray that Our Lady
will ask her Divine Son to
bless you, your families,
our NCCW, and our country with peace, compassion, and mercy.
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From the President-elect
By Jean Kelly, NCCW PresidentElect
The month of November is the
perfect month for me to thank all
of you for the cards, prayers,
Masses and donations to NCCW in
memory of my husband, Jerry. He
loved Council and I feel it was his
way of directing me to get more
involved because he knew there
would be so much love and support to help me and my family at this time. God bless all of
you for your generosity.
I hope you are already thinking of all the ways you can raise
funds to be able to attend the 2019 Convention in Atlanta on
August 22 – 24 (Tours and board meetings will be Aug 20 &
21). Besides bake sales (bake less or other), quilt raffles or
craft fairs, do you have an interesting idea you would like to
share? Email your idea(s) to jeanakelly@hotmail.com and use
"Raising Funds for Convention" in the subject line. Look for
these in the next Connect. Plans are underway right now for
Tours and for all the many events that happen during Convention. Make plans now to help bring as many women to Convention as possible. Send your parish, deanery, vicariate and
district presidents in addition to the arch/diocesan board and
the commission chairs. Think big! See you in Atlanta!
The next member call will be on November 21 and will feature the women who attended the WUCWO General Assembly in October. Hear about Friends of NCCW for WUCWO,
Inc. and all the good works that they do and how you can get
involved.
Call in on November 21 at 5:00 p.m. (PT) 6:00 p.m. (MT) 7:00
p.m. (CT) 8 p.m. (ET) Call in number: 515-739-1261 Access
code: 703993#.

You can still place an order for Convention 2018 photos:
http://conventionphoto.photostockplus.com/album_2707886
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Member Call: October 17
Member Call information
Call in number for all calls: (515) 739 - 1261
Access Code: 703993#
Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8 pm (ET)
1.

If you join the call after the start time, please do not
announce yourself despite the instruction to do so.

2.

When you join the call, please mute your phone by
pressing *6. You can take the phone off mute if you
wish to speak by pressing *6 again.

If you are unable to join the call, it will be recorded and a
link will be posted on nccw.org.

Hurricane Michael Devastates Florida Diocese
By Sheila S. Hopkins, NCCW Immediate Past President
For the third year in a row, a hurricane visited my diocese, Pensacola-Tallahassee, but this
time destruction is currently estimated at $5 billion dollars. The diocese covers the panhandle of Florida, 18 mostly rural counties with less than 100,000 Catholics. Just short of
a Category 5 at landfall, devastation was total in the beach areas with rebuilding estimated to take years. In Tallahassee, almost two hours away, a tent city was built near the airport to house workers. Yesterday on a flight back to town, almost two-thirds of the passengers were Red Cross workers.
Two churches have been destroyed with several more damaged as well as several rectories and parish halls also affected. St John School in Panama City students have to be relocated to St. Bernadette School. Most devastating is the total loss of thousands of houses
and businesses. The seafood industry and crops had total losses. This means loss of income to families who will need to replace household goods and clothing as well as a place
to stay and money for food, gas and other daily living needs.
The Province of Miami Conference was cancelled when it was evident the storm would
affect Tallahassee. Registrants were asked if they were able, could they donate part or all
of their fees paid towards this recovery. Almost $6,000 has been donated. Catholic Charities of Northwest Florida is challenged with meeting the needs of any person or family who
applies for assistance. Donations to Catholic Charities can be made on the NCCW website . Click on the third button under the scroller on the homepage of the website or wait
for it to scroll through to that screen or click here for the form. Any amount would be very
much appreciated. Please pray for all the people affected by this tragic event and for
those who lost their lives in the storm.
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From the Treasurer
By Rose Martinet, Treasurer
As I write this article, I am on my way
home from the WUCWO (World Union
of Catholic Women's Organisations)
General Assembly in Dakar, Senegal. It
has been a wonderful week of learning
and sharing with Catholic women from
around the world.
Being with these women is always an
exciting time for me. A woman from
Egypt and I shared an early morning ride
from the Airport. Her luggage had been
lost and she was trying to cope with not
having clean clothing or personal things
that she had packed. One of the things
she really wanted was a tooth brush and
tooth paste. t just so happened that I
had these in my purse that I could give
her.
Egypt is only 10% Catholic. They have no
Catholic women groups there but she is
hoping to start one. Before she left for
home she hugged me and thanked me
for the friendship we had developed
We have mailed the checks from funds
collected from your donations:
$4,830.00 to Catholic Charities USA for
victims of the hurricane.

Spirituality Commission
By Mary Rowley, Spirituality Commission Chair
Our calendar year is quickly coming to a close, but very soon our
liturgical year will begin.
The month of November brings us to think about gratitude,
blessings, and all that we should be thanking God for. It also
helps us to realize that there are so many people in this world
that are hungry, homeless, needing clothing, etc. NCCW strives
and promotes helping the less fortunate. The Thursday before
Thanksgiving, which is November 15, 2018, we are all asked to
honor this World Day of Hunger Awareness by fasting and praying within our parish or at home for an end to world hunger. It is
suggested that the money we save from fasting be sent payable
to Catholic Relief Services or your local food pantry to help the
hungry. (To donate to CRS, please click here or send a check payable to NCCW with Catholic Relief Services in the memo line.)
During the month of November we can have a food drive and all
of the non-perishable items be given to a food pantry or help a
local school with their backpack program that sends food home
with the kids for the weekend so the kids will have food to eat.
All are ways to help end hunger and give blessings to others that
we have received.
May God bless you all and bless you this Thanksgiving!

The following was sent to Catholic Relief
Services from funds collected from July 1st until Sept 30th.

Service Commission

$1544.69

CRS Help a Child

$1295.00

CRS Madonna Plan

“I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty,
and you gave me something to drink…” (Matt 25:34-40)

$7756.43

CRS Water for Life

$635

CRS Women's Refugee Plan

Thank you so much for your generosity. Please be looking for your affiliate
dues notices that will be sent out in November. Renewals are due January 1st!
Please try to be prompt.
Our Lady of Good Council Pray for us!

By Diane Tugander, Service Commission Chair

November is the month when we think about family, food and
giving thanks for all the Lord has blessed us with. We remember
the less fortunate during the NCCW Day of Fasting, serving at
soup kitchens, preparing Thanksgiving meals for those who have
nothing or may be alone and by donating to food banks to feed
the hungry among us.
What will you do this year? Beverly South, Province of St. Louis,
shared the following 2 programs for our November installment of
“Sharing our Special Stories of Service”
Continued on page 5
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Planting Seeds to Grow Future Leaders
By Amy Kennedy, LTD team member

Feeding the Hungry Since 1972
Serving an average of 260 people a hot dinner each night,
the St. James Community Kitchen is where parishioners
from across the city gather to minister to those in need of
a meal. While the service staff is largely made of volunteers, the food is professionally prepared and offers a variety of nutritious fruits and vegetables. St. James also has
a Food Pantry, where they help 1,200 families each month
with needed groceries.
Established in 1972, feeding the hungry has been one of
the most important missions of the St. James Place Community Kitchen and Food Pantry. Located in mid-town
Kansas City, MO., they are supported by the Bishop Sullivan Center.
“If a child’s hand reaches out, we put a lunch in it.”
As soon as summer school ends the Raytown, MO Summer Lunch Program begins. People, young and old, from
across all walks of life and all religions gather together
Monday through Friday to pack and deliver lunches to
children in need during the six weeks of summer break.
Even young children come, often with their grandparents,
to color the brown paper lunch bags with pictures and
sweet words of encouragement.
The target group for the summer lunch program are those
kids of school age who receive free or reduced lunches at
school. But any child who comes to one of the delivery
sites gets a lunch. No questions asked about family income or even their age. “If a child’s hand reaches out, we
put a lunch in it.”
And just how successful was the program this year?
12,054 lunches were put together and delivered by more
than 1,000 volunteers during 25 days of summer break.

This weekend we had our first hard freeze in Salt Lake City
where I live. Knowing the temperatures would be plummeting the next day, my husband spent Saturday harvesting
the last of our tomatoes, squash, and peppers. While he has
tending to our urban garden, I was off to a Deanery
meeting where my Leadership Commission report was the
outline for this article.
I brought with me three packets of seeds I had received
during the recent NCCW Convention to use as my props.
These seeds are the perfect metaphor for how we nurture
and grow our future council leaders. Each seed packet
promises beautiful spring flowers or bountiful summer vegetables; like each tiny seed in these packets, each of us has
the potential to grow into something if we are planted early
and nurtured along the way. Unlike petunias or tomato
plants, we cannot find fully developed council leaders at
the local garden store already in flowering or ready to bear
fruit. We have to cultivate our leaders from seed to see
them bloom later.
Like the seedlings we start indoors weeks before the last
frost, we should plant the seeds of leadership early. Do not
hesitate to ask a council member if she has ever considered
a leadership role, pointing out to her the strengths and
qualities you see in her. She may not see her potential, but
you can provide for her a vision of her future. Your continued encouragement and gentle nurturing will help turn a
future leader’s “Who? Me?” into a “Hmm. Maybe.” Once
she begins to blossom, like any good gardener, you must
continue to nurture and nourish your budding leader. Encourage her to seek leadership training and to look forward
to what she could offer at this or the next level of council.
Just as you plant your spring bulbs in the fall before the
ground is too hard, or peruse your seed catalogs in the cold
winter night, remember that cultivating tomorrow’s leaders
starts today. Who knows when a seed you planted years
ago and have continued nurturing turned someone’s
“Who? Me?” into a “Yes! Me!”

For information on hosting an LTD program, contact
us at nccwltdcontact@gmail.com.
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Call for Nominations: Time is Short!
We want you! Act Now!
Only six weeks before application deadline!
By Nancy Poll, Nominating Committee Chair
Just in case you are undecided about running for president-elect, secretary or
a position on the NCCW Nominating Committee, wait NO more! Keep in mind
with only one month before the deadline you will need to request a letter of
endorsement from your bishop and arch/diocesan CCW president as soon as
possible. This step in the process can take time.

Everything you need to know about submitting an application, job descriptions and all documents can be found under “Protocol” on the NCCW website
at www.nccw.org. Application, endorsement letters and photo must be sent
electronically in one email to Nancy Poll, Nominating Committee Chairman at
156nancy@bellsouth.net.
Important dates to remember:
December 15, 2018 – Midnight deadline for submissions
April 1, 2019 – May 1, 2019 - Voting
August 21-24, 2019 – Installation of officers at Convention in Atlanta, GA.

For complete requirements, application form, and NCCW Bylaws, see www.nccw.org.
If you have any questions, contact any of the Nominating Committee members: Chair Nancy Poll 156nancy@bellsouth.net, Mary
Sue Barnum marysuebarnum@att.net, Mary Ann Cummins maryann.cummins4@gmail.com, Marlene Grover martini53@sc.rr.com, Sharon O’Brien obriensa@cua.edu , Arleen Roelike aroelike8@gmail.com and Linnea Warda
lbw1156@sbcglobal.net.

Our Lady of Good Counsel 2019 Award
By Teresa Sarzynski, Our Lady of Good Counsel Award Committee Chair
NOW is the time. Do you know a Council sister who exemplifies our NCCW mission statement to support, empower
and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service? Our Lady of Good Counsel 2019 Award Committee is looking for a few good women to be nominated for this award.
We all know Council members who are extraordinary women who meet the criteria for this award. We can complete
the nomination packet and get it to NCCW by April 25, 2019. Please download a complete packet found on the NCCW
website with submission requirements and start the process of completing your nomination for Our Lady of Good
Counsel Award today.
Download the submission packet from the website NCCW.org under the commissions and committees tab/Our Lady
of Good Counsel Committee. All packets are required to be complete on submission to NCCW office. This includes the
letter of recommendation from the nominee’s bishop and leadership of their Council.
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Call for Resolutions
By Yvonne W. Pygatt, Resolutions Chair
Resolutions are statements of direction for NCCW and members to use for program planning. Resolutions will be discussed and
presented to the members for a vote during the Annual Business Meeting at the 2019 Annual Convention in Atlanta, Georgia
Resolutions Committee: A Resolutions Committee consisting of seven (7) members has been appointed by the Board of Directors
with Yvonne W. Pygatt, as Chair, Irene Schmidt, Diann Nance, Karen Painter, Marla Johnston, Louise Hartz and Linda Knepfler.
The Resolutions Committee will:
1. Review all resolutions based on the focus/theme.
2. Consolidate all similar resolutions into one that encompasses a similar issue.
Submission Process. All resolutions must be submitted with the NCCW 2019 Proposed Resolution Submission Form which will be
available on the NCCW website, www.nccw.org, and must meet the submission deadline to be considered. The following information is a summary process for the consideration of resolutions:
Deadline for Submissions. NCCW Bylaws require that any resolutions offered by members for consideration at the Annual Business Meeting must be submitted six (6) months prior to the opening date of the Annual Meeting. This year that date is February
23, 2019. Please submit resolutions to yvonne.pygatt@aol.com to arrive by the submission deadline of February 23, 2019.
Elements of a Resolution:
• A formal statement of purpose
• A rationale for the resolution
• A call for specific action
For details, please see the NCCW 2019 Proposed Resolution Submission Form and the Format Example of a NCCW Proposed Resolution that are online at www.nccw.org.
Criteria for Resolutions:
• Consistent with the NCCW Mission Statement and constructive in nature
• National in scope
• Capable of implementation by NCCW membership on a national level
• Submitted according to the required format and timetable
• Does not duplicate a previously approved resolution but could amend or update a previous resolution by modifying or updating the call for action
Approval Process. The Resolutions Committee shall review resolutions received and present them to the Board of Directors with
recommendations for consideration and approval. By majority vote, the Board of Directors shall have the power to reject any resolution. If a resolution is rejected by the Board of Directors, the member submitting the resolution may present it for consideration at the Annual Meeting provided there is a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members in favor of considering the proposed
resolution. The official notice of the proposed resolution approved by the Board of Directors with an explanation of the rationale
of the Board of Directors must be sent to the membership at least two (2) months prior to the Annual Meeting (June 25, 2019).
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Leadership Commission
By Bev McCarvel, Leadership Commission Chair
A leader gives guidance and direction. Just as
Jesus gave guidance and direction to his disciples, this commission is here to help you. On
our very first conference call for this upcoming
year, some really good thoughts were put out
there for us to develop.
Think about having a “virtual” membership list.
This helps members who cannot attend
meetings stay informed and keeps these women involved so they can help. Take pictures at
your meetings and post on Facebook. Now in
order to do that you will need a member who
understands the platform of social media and
have them become your “electronic” secretary
to get the word out. Just think of it, this could
help younger members, as well as our older
members who do not like to go out at night but
are still connected to their computers. It’s a
win-win. Even for those of us who are already
involved, it’s a good reminder.

Here is another idea: be sure to include your priests and
bishops on the mailing list if you have a Diocesan newsletter. We are so focused on getting ladies to sign up for
this, we want to be sure our clergy is just as informed on
what we are doing. It will be easier for them to be encouraging Council programs if they are aware of all that is taking place in your Diocese.
We as a commission will be working on these, as well as
other ideas for you in the coming months. Stay tuned as
we work together to make this the best organization it can
be.
Contact Bev at bmccarvel6969@gmail.com

Your Obligation to Participate in the Political Process
By Sheila S. Hopkins
Legislative Advocacy Committee Co-Chair
Tuesday, November 6th is the mid-term elections for national, state and local seats on all levels of government. We
have all been bombarded by mail flyers, TV ads, and phone calls extolling the virtues of a certain candidate or demonizing their opponent. Neither political party embraces all the issues of importance as taught by our Catholic
faith. In analyzing the positions of candidates, we should look at the moral principles they embrace concerning the
life and dignity of every person, whether their preference is for the benefit of the strong rather than the needs of
the weak, and if their focus is on narrow interests instead of the common good. Exercise your moral responsibility
to be involved in the political process by examining the positions of the candidates and VOTE.
The Catholic Social Ministry Gathering is an annual event sponsored by the U. S. Bishops in Washington, DC.
Scheduled Feb. 2-5, 2019, participants from around the country meet with their congressional representatives to
express positions of the Catholic Church on current issues of importance. Training is provided as well as workshops
and opportunities to network and collaborate with colleagues from around the country. The National Council of
Catholic Women has a display table which annually draws interest in our organization. Early registration ends Nov.
5 with standard registration ending January 11th. For more information, visit the USCCB website, here.
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Education Committee: Letters and Encyclicals
By Beth Mahoney, Education Committee Chair
Often the Education Committee will
mention papal documents in our
write ups. This year, we will focus
on Laudato Si written by Pope Francis and chosen by our president,
Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski, for
our theme this year. The emphasis
on this encyclical is to take care of
our environment and all of God’s
creation.
The difference between an Apostolic Letter and an Encyclical is this: an
Apostolic Letter is issued by the
Pope or in his name – also known as
bulls and briefs having to do with
some aspects of life; an Encyclical is
a specific category of a papal document, a letter concerning Catholic
doctrine sent by the Pope and usually addressed especially to patriarchs, primates, archbishops, bishops who are in communion with the
Holy Sea. Both are important documents for the faithful to follow and
integrate within their journey in life.
It is our hope that we continue to

educate our members on these
church documents, and become
more aware of how often we encounter the content within our daily lives.
This month, I took a ride to New
Hampshire to join my council sisters
for their annual fall meeting. It was a
very enriching meeting, good speakers, a delicious turkey meal and some
enjoyable conversations. What
touched me was taking in the colors
along the highway, listening to a rep
from CRS talk about the Water for
Life project and the keynote mentioning many areas of our lives where we
bring hope to difficult and painful
areas of life, where the light of hope
is so needed in our local church. How
do we continue to connect these papal documents with our NCCW projects? More to come from our Education committee – watch for some tidbits in future publications.
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