
 
  

 

 

Lenten Activities 

Lenten Prayer Families:  As of  

today, we have prayed our way  

all the  

way up through the Hassing  

families in our all school Lenten Prayer Family 

project.  In order to keep everyone on board 

with this Lenten event, a SCS Lenten Calendar 

for the remainder of this special season has been 

included with this newsletter.  In other Lenten 

activities, please be aware of the following 

events and join us whenever you are able. 
 

 Stations of the Cross:  On each Tuesday 

of Lent, we will be praying the Stations of 

the Cross in St. Casimir Church.  The 

Stations will begin promptly at 2:25 PM.  

The remaining dates for Stations are 

March 8th, 15th and 22nd.  Please feel free 

to join us in this age-old prayer.  
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St. Casimir’s School Families, 
 

“Arise!  Shine, for your light has come.”  In the Catholic Church, we will be celebrating Epiphany during the January 2nd 
Sunday Mass in honor of the three wise men visiting Jesus and their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These 
treasures were meant to show how this new baby King would be different from other kings.  The kingdom of Jesus isn’t 
about wealth and power.  It is about the light that dispels darkness within each of us.  
 

As we head into the new year, we are anticipating blessings of love, hope, and joy for 2022!  We will be busy planning 
and preparing for Catholic Schools Week, NWEA testing and the end of our second quarter of school.  With the success 
of our Advent Family Night, our hope is to plan another family event—possibly for Catholic Schools Week and/or the 
Lenten season.  
 

In January we will also be getting our school recruitment committee together to get a jumpstart on our 2022-2023 
enrollment process.  If you or anyone you know is interested in joining us on this journey, please have them contact 
me.  One of our goals is to increase our current enrollment by 15%.  This may be a lofty goal, but I believe it is 
attainable.  
 

The Schulze Foundation has granted us another opportunity to receive a $10,000 matching grant to utilize for 
upgraded technology and STEM education. We will be working to gather ideas for raising $10,000  

so that we can receive the matching grant funds. If you or anyone you know are  
interested in assisting with this process, please feel free to let me know.  
 

May God celebrate you as we begin a new year!  
 

Blessings to you and your family, 
Diane Edwards 
SCS Principal 

 

Meet Yajaira! 

While some of our parents with children participating in Kid Zone are old friends with Yajaira “Jack Jack” 
Jimenez, she may be a new face to the majority of our families.  In the past few years, Yajaira was employed 
as a teacher aide in the child care program.  Her aide duties have now been expanded to work with our 
PreK-6 students in the library and lunchroom.  In addition, under the direction of Mrs. Edwards, Yajaira 

carries out the Phy. Ed. curriculum for our K-6 classes.  You may say that she is a “jack” 
of all trades!    Speaking of her nickname, she is not quite sure how it came to be or 
the meaning behind it, but she was christened with the name by the Kid Zone 
children.  
 

Yajaira is currently taking online general college courses with an eye to specializing in 
the area of social work.  We are so happy to have her on staff to assist the teachers in 
these many areas, and the children enjoy her enthusiasm and very colorful wardrobe! 
 

Thanks for joining us, Yajaira! 
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Prekindergarten:  I can’t believe we are in December already, such a festive and cheery month!!!  The most 

wonderful time of the year, as we prepare for the coming of Jesus in the prekindergarten room.  Yes, it is the 

season of “Advent”, and we are having so much fun getting ready, reading our amazing bible stories and 

making our own beautiful advent wreaths and calendars to help us count down the days.  It is getting the littles 

(and myself included) super excited for Christmas, Jesus’ birthday!!! 
 

We have also been working on a very special and somewhat secretive project in our classroom.  Let’s just say, 

the room has not been the same ever since we started it!!!  After mixing all the messy ingredients together and 

then baking and painting all day, we still had magical glitter and a beautiful silk ribbon to add to our creation.   

We are tired, and the room got a little disheveled to say the least!  But the 

outcome was well worth the mess and chaos that comes with having a 

group of littles all being very willing and eager to get in there and “help”.  

We had so much fun, and the kids feel like their parents are going to love 

their Christmas gifts from them (fingers crossed). 
 

Hope everyone has a wonderful and blessed holiday season!!! 

Angie Swehla, Early Childhood Coordinator 

 

Kindergarten:  I hope you are finding this Advent Season a blessed one!  Our class has been busy with 

preparations for both the Advent and Christmas seasons. We have talked about the reason for the season of Advent 

and the importance of preparing our hearts for the birth of our Savior. 
 

In the core subjects, the class has moved from learning their numbers to being able to make or take apart numbers 

in Math by taking two groups of items and combining them together to create a whole.   They have also discovered 

that there are s0000everal ways to do this.  For example, groups of one and four make five just as groups of two and 

three make five.  Furthermore, the kids have learned that taking apart a number by groups works the same way.  

Through making and taking apart numbers, they are learning that there are many different ways to get to the whole 

number.  This process is preparing the class to do addition and subtraction. 
 

Language Arts and Reading have the kids studying how repetitive text helps them read and have begun using 

pictures to make predictions on what a story is about.  In Phonics the challenge is to learn decodable words with  

each new letter learned.  The class is almost through the alphabet and can read 

or sound out more words than they can count!  They also know seven high 

frequency words and can read them in short sentences! The kids have come a 

long way from the beginning of the year. 
 

I hope that you all have a wonderful Christmas season!  

Beth Emerson, Classroom Teacher 

 

Grades 3-6:  Mrs. Aranda and her students would like to 

thank the Koziolek family for their donation of a hand-held 

generator and a solar power study kit to their science 

curriculum supplies.  Both items are very welcome additions, 

and the students are eager to put them to use! 
 

Thank you! 
 

 

TEACHER TALK! 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

St. Casimir’s School Family Newsletter 

330 2nd Ave. SW, Wells, MN 56097  ●  507.553.5822  ●  www.stcasimirsschool.net 

 

January Events: 

In order to keep informed on all SCS activities, please read through the following:    

 Home and School Association Meeting:  Please make plans to attend the H & S meeting on January 
11th.  The meeting will begin at 6:00 PM in Fr. Mikolai Hall.  This invitation to attend is extended to all 
school parents and SCS faculty as members of this hugely-beneficial school support group. 

 School Board Meeting:  The monthly school board meeting has been changed to Thursday, January 13th 
rather than the 12th as shown on the school’s annual calendar.  The meeting will begin at 6:30 PM in the 
faculty lounge.  

 End of Quarter/Report Cards:  January 21st is the end of the second quarter of school—already!!  Please 
be watching for your K-6 child’s report card which will be sent home on January 26th.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact the school or the individual teacher directly. 

 NO SCHOOL:  Please be aware that January 24th and 25th are NO SCHOOL days due 
to a scheduled teacher work day and staff development.  If your child is enrolled in 
Kid Zone, please visit with program coordinator, Mrs. Swehla, to determine 
availability of services for these days.  

 NWEA Testing:  Although it’s unfortunate that the next testing session occurs the same month that we 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week, Mrs. Edwards has made plans to begin the testing process early on 
January 27th.  Doing so will provide the opportunity to receive the results back in time for the teachers 
to use the February 8th two hour late start to analyze the data and later share it with parents.  

 Catholic Schools Week:  January 30th-February 5th is recognized across the country as 
National Catholic Schools Week.  Although this celebratory week does not begin until the 
end of January and much planning will be undertaken between now and then, the time to 
mark this on your calendar is now!  This week is one of the most highly-anticipated weeks 
of the year—we can’t wait to share the plans! 

 Home and School Library Benefit:  The books for this Home and School event have been 
ordered, received and ready to be placed out for purchase!  This annual event that is held in 
conjunction with Catholic Schools Week serves as such a great way in which we can restock 
our library shelves with new reading materials.  When planning details have been 
confirmed, more information will be shared with our families. 

 

H & S Cookie Walk:  Absolutely terrific job 

on the Cookie Walk event, parents!!!  At this 

time, this event earned $1,466.80 through the 

sale of Christmas treats and last year’s 

Celebrate with the Saints auction items that 

were not used the last two years due to Covid.  

The selection of treats was fantastic and 

plentiful!  As not all of the treats were sold at 

the event, they were offered for  

sale following the next morning’s  

Mass.  Every crumb was sold and  

people were asking for more.   

Brian Klein Visit:  We are so fortunate that 

Diocese of Winona Seminarian, Brian Klein, was 

able to visit with our school kids.  Not only is 

Brian in his final years of seminary school, he is 

also a Wells native and a St. Casimir’s School 

alumnus!  What a great opportunity to help the 

students learn about the different roles  

played by members of the Church as  

well as the call to vocation.  Whether  

answering the call to vocation as a  

single person, married or a member of  

the clergy, God calls all of us to serve in 

one way or another.  Our job is to pray, 

listen and follow. 
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Need a peek inside the walls 

of SCS?  Here you go: 
 

What an awesome turnout for 

our Advent Family Night—

thank you to the many families 

who participated.  It is always 

wonderful to see our children 

with their families! 
 

Our Advent projects and 

activities were many—

including the building of 

Advent wreaths, the collection 

of food items around our 

Giving Tree, and our weekly 

Advent prayer services. 

 

And our few days of snow 

were such a joy for the kids! 


