
 
  

 

 

Lenten Activities 

Lenten Prayer Families:  As of  

today, we have prayed our way  

all the  

way up through the Hassing  

families in our all school Lenten Prayer Family 

project.  In order to keep everyone on board 

with this Lenten event, a SCS Lenten Calendar 

for the remainder of this special season has been 

included with this newsletter.  In other Lenten 

activities, please be aware of the following 

events and join us whenever you are able. 
 

 Stations of the Cross:  On each Tuesday 

of Lent, we will be praying the Stations of 

the Cross in St. Casimir Church.  The 

Stations will begin promptly at 2:25 PM.  

The remaining dates for Stations are 

March 8th, 15th and 22nd.  Please feel free 

to join us in this age-old prayer.  
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~ John 3:16-17 
 

Dear SCS Families, 
 

Spring is upon us!  It is hard to believe that we only have one quarter left of the school year. 

Despite the challenges that we may have encountered throughout the year, God has provided 

us with so many blessings. As we wind down our school year, we continue to stay focused on the 

abundance of gifts that God has freely given us.  
 

April will be a month filled with great learning, continual building of our faith and opportunities 

to learn and grow with each other. We have our Fish & Bingo Night on April 8. Our students 

will be acting out the Stations of the Cross on April 12. We will have a Volunteer Recognition 

Celebration on April 20 (more information to come). Finally, we will end our month with a visit 

from the MNSAA Accreditation team.  
 

Also, please also mark your calendars for the Home and School Meeting and Holy Smokes 

Barbeque on May 10. This will be the last meeting of the year and will include a supper and 

games as we spend time with our school community.  
 

May the glory and the promise of this joyous time of year fill your hearts and mind with peace, 

love and happiness. Blessings and love to your families at Easter! 
 

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you! 
 

Diane Edwards 

SCS Principal 

 "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." 

Philippians 4:13 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+3:16-17
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TEACHER TALK! 
 

 
 

Early Childhood with Ms. Swehla:  It was nice to visit with the parents of my 

prekindergarten students during conferences about all of the things their child has 

accomplished this year.  It was great to see the proud look on their faces when sharing 

with them how well the year has been going and how far their child has come!  The 

beginning of March brought us the celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday where we all 

came together as a school to eat green eggs and ham and have the chance to win some 

neat prizes…the kids had a blast!  So, I thought I would keep the fun going in our 

classroom where we watched the story “Green Eggs and Ham” and made “Cat in the 

Hat” hats.  The kids loved it, and the hats turned out so cute!  Now, back to more 

learning and sneaking some fun moments in there, as well.   Have a wonderful spring, 

everyone.  I think it is FINALLY here!!! Blessings, Angie Swehla, EC Coordinator 

 
Kindergarten with Mrs. Emerson:  Time is moving so fast and with that has come a lot of learning!  In Math 
and Science, the students have been learning about measurement.  For kindergarteners, it is all about 
hands on experiences with connecting cubes to measure length and height as well as weight. The 
vocabulary words they have been learning that accompany this learning unit are shorter and taller, 
shorter and longer, and heavier and lighter. Using a balance scale to measure weight was a hit with the 
kids, and they enjoyed predicting which items were heavier and lighter. Predicting was another vocabulary 
word that was introduced to the kids.  After a few examples, the kids have become pros at predicting!  
In Reading and Language Arts, the kids have been learning about digraphs which are two consonants that 
make one sound as in sh, ck, ch, and wh just to name a few.  It is incredible how much the kids are able to  
read by understanding digraphs.  The kids are also getting more experience with answering comprehension questions at the end 
of a story. They are writing complete sentences using a capital letter to start a sentence and using a punctuation mark at the 
end of a sentence.  We hope you are enjoying the warmer weather and are looking forward to spring as much as our class is! 
Blessings to you, Beth Emerson, SCS Classroom Teacher 
 

Grades 3-6 with Mrs. Aranda:  We are getting closer to the finish line at St. Casimir’s School with the beginning of 
the fourth quarter of school occurring this week!  As expected, the subject matter for the third-sixth grade 
students is getting progressively more difficult as the end of the school year draws near.  In Math, the third graders 
are continuing to master their multiplication and division math facts. They are very motivated because they get to 
earn a water bottle sticker if they do well. The fourth graders are multiplying by two digits numbers. It was 
challenging for some of them at first, but once they got the hang of it, they excelled. The fifth graders are dividing 
with multiple digits. This, also, was very tedious for them, yet they are always up for the challenge. Finally, in sixth 
grade Math, things have gotten more “heated up”. Students are learning to work with Algebraic expressions, the 
order of operations and how to use exponents.  In addition to Math, some exciting things  
have been happening in Science class. Our main unit for this quarter was Weathering, Erosion 
and Deposition, and it was full of experiments and engaging activities. The students were able 
to explore the different types of weathering that occur in our earth, the effects it has on our 
planet and how it might look in our world today. They also learned how water, wind and ice 
can cause erosion and deposition. The students also mastered how to properly read a 
thermometer. They used items like sugar cubes, Alka-Seltzer, vinegar, chalk and dirt to 
simulate what happens in the process of weathering, erosion and deposition. Students loved 
this unit because it has been the most “hands-on” unit yet.  Submitted by Ethel Aranda, 
Classroom Teacher 
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TEACHER TALK, continued 
 

  

Religion Class with Mrs. 

Nowak:  On Friday, March 4th, 

St. Casimir’s School students 

once again lived out the school’s 

mission statement to pray, learn 

and celebrate as they marked the 

Feast of St. Casimir, the patron 

saint of the parish and school.  

The day began by praying 

together at Mass during which the 

students filled the ministry roles 

as lectors and Mass servers.  It is 

so great to have these ministry 

roles returned to our Masses!   

Later in the day, the students 

welcomed their invited guests to 

join them for a special meal in Fr. 

Mikolai Hall during which vocal 

and instrumental music was 

provided by the students.  

Following lunch the fifth and 

sixth graders hosted Teacher 

Trivia in which the students 

enjoyed cheering on their favorite 

teachers.  Trying to imagine what 

St. Casimir looked like was the 

challenge put forth for the 

students in the week’s leading up 

to the feast day.  Their imaginings 

came to life during the St. 

Casimir Look Alike Fashion 

Show in which each class 

presented a student dressed in the 

class’ best version of St. Casimir. 

This was a great day to not only 

celebrate and share our Catholic 

faith, but to also learn about how 

we can model our lives after  

patron saints.  

Please pray for 

the future of St. 

Casimir’s School 

as we pray, learn 

and celebrate 

God’s goodness 

in our lives.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grades 1 & 2 with Camille 
Tewes:  Leaning on the principles 
of S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics), 
mechanical engineer, Kyle 
Chirpich, assisted the first and 
second grade students in Ms. 
Tewes’ classroom in building their 
own bridges. Using the Solidworks 
software program, Kyle 
demonstrated to the students 
how the computer can help build 
better designs. The program helps 
build shapes, as well as analyzes 
the design to tell where things are 
strong or weak. The kids were 
able to see many of the things 
that he has created and learned 
that triangles are the strongest 
shapes to use in design.  
 
With careful planning, each 
student demonstrated what they 
learned by designing their own 
popsicle stick bridge. The winning 
bridge was able to carry as much as 
28 pounds before collapsing! They 
had so much fun learning about 
and creating these bridges that 
some even thought it would be fun 
to be an engineer when they grow 
up. Thank you, Kyle Chirpich, for 
introducing the students to the 
principles of S.T.E.M.! 
 
Camille Tewes, Classroom Teacher 

Music Class with Mrs. Nowak:  

The third-sixth grade students 

took a short walk to the church 

last week.  Upon entering the 

church, they climbed the steps 

to the choir loft, where Church 

Organist and Liturgical Musician, 

Connie Stenzel, waited for them.  

Stenzel proceeded to open the 

students’ eyes and ears to her 

world of music ministry. The 

students could see and hear her 

dedication to her craft and were 

amazed at the number of years 

she has played in church.  As 

Stenzel explained how the organ 

worked, students watched as her 

feet played on a lower keyboard 

while her hands played the top 

two.  Hearing the difference in 

the sounds the organ could make, 

Stenzel explained how her music 

ministers to families during 

happy times like weddings and 

somber times like a funeral.  She 

shared how each family can  

choose a song that comforts 

them, and how they can all be 

different.  The visit ended with 

Stenzel playing the song “Ten 

Thousand Reasons”, a favorite of 

hers as well as the students. 

Their young voices filled the 

church, and it was heavenly as 

the holy space was filled with 

praise.   
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IT’S CARNIVAL TIME! 
 

 Can you believe how many community members attended our school carnival?!?  It was so very gratifying 

to see all of the families enjoying the many different activities that were offered.  Check out these photos 

for some of the fun that was to be had… 
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Home & School Association News 

Gertens:  There’s still time—but it’s running out!  If you plan on ordering plants through this 
fundraiser, please do so ASAP as the order window will close on April 7th.  As a reminder, SCS 
will receive 30% of the profits for plant sales and 15% for plant card sales, AND the plant orders 
will be delivered to the school for pick up after the 8:00 Mass at St. Casimir Church on May 1st— 
just in time for Mother’s Day gifting!  In order to access the site, either use your smart phone and the QR 
code on the right or go to www.gertensfundraising.com and enter the store ID code for SCS which is 337.   

 
Fish and Bingo:  And one last reminder of this fun AND delicious event that will occur on 
April 8th.  The Fish and Bingo committee has already sent out the parent work list for the 
evening, so please check it to make sure that the time listed works into your schedule.  The 
fish meal will be served from 5:00-7:00 PM, and Bingo will be played from 6:00-8:00 PM. It’s 
going to be another wonderful community event! 

 
Next H & S Meeting:  As Mrs. Edwards mentioned, the fourth quarterly meeting of H & S will be held 
on May 10th beginning at 6:00 PM in Fr. Mikolai Hall.  And then there’s the Holy Smokes Barbeque… 
makes you wonder, doesn’t it?  More information will be shared on this event as plans are finalized.  
 

http://www.gertensfundraising.com/
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Other than the events that have already been mentioned, we would like to share the following with you regarding 
the coming weeks: 

 

 April 1st ACH:  As a reminder, the last regular monthly ACH payment for the 2021-2022 school year will occur on 
April 1st.  On June 1st, the monthly payment will be the remainder left on each family’s account.  As the figures for 
the monthly payments were rounded up for easier accounting, each family’s final payment will be slightly less 
than the regular monthly payment.  Also, if you will be receiving Scrip credit, it will be applied to your account 
prior to the June 1st payment. 

 Report Cards:  Please be watching for your children’s report card which will be sent home with the eldest SCS 
student in your family on April 4th. 

 Stations of the Cross:  On April 12th the K-6 Students will be presenting the Living Stations of the Cross with 

two performances. Family and friends may attend either the 10:00 AM or 1:30 PM performances. The doors 

will open ten minutes before either performance.  Music, scripture, and drama will aid in our understanding 

the passion of Jesus.  The children have been practicing lines, trying on costumes, learning music and 

rehearsing for weeks.  We hope that our Holy Week presentation will bless your Easter preparations.   

 Easter Vacation:  Our students will be enjoying their Easter vacation beginning on April 14th for Holy 
Thursday and running through April 18th which is Holy Monday.  Have a wonderful Easter, and enjoy this 
special time with your family!   

 My Lenten Journey:  How are your children doing on participating in this Lenten video series from FORMED?  This 
program was offered to our students in an effort to bring a clearer understanding of Lent to them in bite-sized 
pieces through the series “Brother Francis:  Let’s Learn About Lent” for the younger students and “Signs of Grace: 
You Are Forgiven” for students in grades 2-6.  These series are excellent sources of information.  To encourage 
the participation of the children, they were given worksheets detailing the program.  If they choose to participate 
and complete their worksheet, they may return it to Mrs. Edwards on April 19th to receive an appreciation gift. 

 NWEA Tests:  Although it seems too soon, we are once again coming up on NWEA testing time for our 
kindergarten-grade six students.  The test period will run from April 25th-29th.  If you are able to avoid scheduling 
any appointments for your children that would entail them being absent during this time, it would be much 
appreciated.  Thank you! 

 First Communion:  For those families whose second grade child will be celebrating their First 
Communion, please set aside May 1st as the date it will be held in St. Casimir Church.  You will be 
receiving more information in a letter from Lisa Bute, the tri-parish faith formation director. 

 Seeds of Faith Tuition Assistance Fund:  As shared with our school families, the Seeds of Faith Tuition Assistance 
application is now available, and we encourage ALL families with children in next year’s K-6 classes to consider 
applying for this financial needs-based scholarship.  If you believe that financial assistance would be a benefit for 
your family in the coming year, apply!  The form is pretty easy to complete and completely confidential. 
A whopping $139,800.00 is available for families attending a DOW-R school—your family does not 
even need to be Catholic to receive this scholarship.  However, the form MUST be completed and 
returned to the school office by May 1st.  That’s the only drawback—so request a form today!   

UPCOMING EVENTS & NEWS 
 


