
 
  

 

Lenten Activities 

Lenten Prayer Families:  As of  

today, we have prayed our way  

all the  

way up through the Hassing  

families in our all school Lenten Prayer Family 

project.  In order to keep everyone on board 

with this Lenten event, a SCS Lenten Calendar 

for the remainder of this special season has been 

included with this newsletter.  In other Lenten 

activities, please be aware of the following 

events and join us whenever you are able. 
 

 Stations of the Cross:  On each Tuesday 

of Lent, we will be praying the Stations of 

the Cross in St. Casimir Church.  The 

Stations will begin promptly at 2:25 PM.  

The remaining dates for Stations are 

March 8th, 15th and 22nd.  Please feel free 

to join us in this age-old prayer.  
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Welcome to the 2021-2022 School Year at St. Casimir’s School! 

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 

 

We have such an abundance of blessings for which to be grateful as we complete our first month of school!  

We give thanks for: 

 Having 37 smiling and hard-working prekindergarten through sixth grade students entering our 

building daily to pray, learn and celebrate! 

 Having a dedicated staff here to facilitate student learning.  

 Partnering with families who work collaboratively with us as we focus on the same goal...success for 

ALL of our students.  

 Generous donations of items needed to fulfill some learning activities. 

 Being IN school for IN person learning daily! 
 

I also want to thank our families for all the precautions you have taken when your child/ren are feeling ill. 

These precautions help us continue with in-person learning!!  
 

The month of September was filled with learning routines and procedures in all areas. Doing so sets the 

stage for successful learning throughout the school year. We have been practicing our emergency drills and 

have even enjoyed a couple of field trips.  
 

NWEA testing is complete. Student test reports will be sent home on October 8th. If you have any 

questions about the report, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or myself. These scores are a 

very small snapshot of data we use to help guide our instruction when planning lessons for students.  
 

As we move into October, the following things will be happening: 

 Fire Safety Week is October 4th-8th. Our PreK-2nd graders will visit the Wells Fire Hall. 

 There is a two-hour early release day on Wednesday, October 13th, and students will be dismissed at 

12:50 PM. Our teaching staff will be analyzing our student data that we have collected. We will 

discuss and determine the interventions and activities for students to ensure growth from the level 

they are currently working at. 

 There is no school for students on October 21st-25th. On October 25, our staff  

will have a professional development day where they will be working on guided  

reading strategies for our students to best meet their reading needs. Staff will  

also analyze and work on our new math resources.  
 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Diane Edwards 

SCS Principal 
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Visuals are often a helpful memory aid, so the following table has been included to give a more easily- 

pictured understanding of this year’s teaching schedule for kindergarten through grade six.    

 

2021-2022 Teaching Assignments 

Subject 
Grade Levels and Teacher 

Kindergarten Grades 1 & 2 Grades 4-6 

Art, Music, Religion Mrs. Nowak 

L
an

g
. 

A
rt

s Reading Mrs. Emerson Ms. Tewes Mrs. Bixby 

Spelling Mrs. Emerson Ms. Tewes Mrs. Aranda 

Writing/Grammar Mrs. Emerson Ms. Tewes Mrs. Nowak 

Math Mrs. Emerson Ms. Tewes Mrs. Aranda 

Phy. Ed./Library Ms. Jimenez/Mrs. Edwards 

Science Mrs. Emerson Ms. Tewes Mrs. Aranda 

Social Studies Mrs. Emerson Ms. Tewes Mrs. Bixby 
 

For our youngest students, Ms. Swehla has returned as our Early Childhood teacher and coordinator. 

2021 Back to School Barbeque—So Much Fun!!! 

 

Our thanks go out to Dulas 

Excavating, Inc. for loaning us the 

use of a loader to reinforce this 

year’s theme of “Building a Strong 

Foundation in Jesus”. 
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September Rewind: 

 

As unbelievable as it may seem, we are already beginning our second month of the school year!  Much has occurred at 
SCS during the past weeks including the following: 
 

 Children’s Mass:  We are back to celebrating our Children’s Mass with the tri-parish once again,  
and we couldn’t be happier!  Children’s Masses are celebrated twice a week on Tuesday and  
Friday at 8:30 AM.  Please feel free to worship with us!   What a blessing it is to be able to parti- 
cipate in this sacrament with our family and friends! 

 Student Health Screenings:  Taryn Eilertson, the USC Health Supervisor, visited with our kindergarten-third and 
fifth grade student today to assess their vision and hearing.  If there are any concerns regarding your child’s 
results, you will be informed shortly.   

 Lions Dictionaries:  On behalf of our third and fourth grade students, thanks go to our Wells Lions Club in 
appreciation for the dictionaries that they recently received from this service organization.  The Lions have 
provided dictionaries for the third grade students for many, many years with the exception of last year due to 
COVID issues.  However, those students received a dictionary this year along with the current third graders.  
Thanks, Lions! 

 Boy Scouts:  Erik Karre, the District Director of the Boy Scouts of America, recently visited with our first-third 
and fifth grade students to invite their participation in this service-oriented group.  If you would like to receive 
more information on this program, please contact Eric at erik.karre@scouting.org.   

 Knights of Columbus Marathon:  The kick off for this all school event was held by the Knights on 
September 22nd.  We are very much counting on our families to participate fully in this fundraiser 
and have some great prizes available for students who do so—including the opportunity to silly  
string the principal!  For other prize considerations, please review the prize list that was sent home  
with the student kick off packets.  However, one prize option was overlooked—students who raise  
$1,000.00 or more in donations will have his/her name listed as a “Monumental Marathoner” on a plaque that 
will be displayed in our school gym.  Last year we had five students earning this awesome honor!   

“Housekeeping” Items:  As this is the first newsletter of the school year, it’s probably a good idea to go over a few business-
related items, such as: 

 

Student Absences:  Whenever your child is absent from school, please make sure to call the office (507-553-5822) or send an 
email (casimir@bevcomm.net) to share this information—contacting your child’s teacher is not the appropriate action in this 
case.  In order that this information is reported properly, the office must be notified by 8:15 AM.  If leaving a message, please be 
sure to state your child’s name, reason for absence and whether the child will need a USC-provided lunch if s/he will be returning 
to school before 11:00.  If you will be dropping off your child after the beginning of the school day, please enter the back 
entrance area with him/her, ring the door bell and wait for school personnel to admit your child so that you can sign them in for 
the day.  Following these steps ensures the safety of your child and the appropriate transfer of information to their teacher.  
Program Payments:  Thank you for your cooperation in signing up for the newly-revised payment program where payments are 
automatically withdrawn from parent accounts on the first day of each of the nine months of the school year.  We fully expect 
that there will be many positive benefits to this system—not the least of which is keeping tuition/program fees to a minimum 
due to fewer work hours associated with it.  The payment for the first and second months of school will be withdrawn tomorrow, 
October 1st.  Thank you!  
Bookkeeper Position:  We are pleased to announce that we are currently interviewing applicants for the position of school 
bookkeeper and hope to have a decision made shortly.  However, before the new bookkeeper can begin, an audit of the 
parish/school financial records will need to be undertaken as this is the standard practice of the DOW-R (Diocese of Winona-
Rochester) when a new bookkeeper or priest comes on board.  This audit will begin in mid-October. 
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Early Childhood: We are all back for the new school year at SCS, and we are so excited!!  It is 

wonderful to see the kiddos back interacting with one another in the prekindergarten class. You can tell 

that they missed that…as did I!!! 

 

School has just begun and the prekindergarten class, along  

with the rest of the school, already had their very first field 

trip of the school year.  They got to go to the highly-talked 

about Farming of Yesteryear.  It all started with a thrilling  

ride on the school bus—the kiddos always love that!  Once  

they got there, they had so much fun looking at all the  

tractors and other big machinery and learning what they all  

do.  The SCS kids were served a fabulous picnic lunch, and  

the weather was absolutely beautiful all day!  Everyone had  

an awesome time and this is only the beginning! 

 

I can’t wait to see what amazing things lie ahead for the PreK students!  I am expecting nothing short of 

spectacular!!  Everyone, have a safe and wonderful fall season! 

 

God Bless,   

Angie Swehla, Early Childhood Teacher  

 

 

Grades 1 & 2:  Hello St. Casimir Families, 

 

My name is Camille Tewes, and I am the first and second grade teacher at St. Casimir’s school. I was 

born and raised in Albert Lea and attended school at Iowa State University. I have already felt so 

welcomed by the community in Wells and am looking forward to a great year with you and my students.  

 

We’ve had a very busy start to our school year with  

two schoolwide field trips. We first went to Farming  

of Yesteryear where we spent the day learning about  

so many aspects of farming long ago. More recently, 

we took a trip to USC to learn from the FFA students  

about farm safety.  

 

My class has been working hard getting back in the  

swing of things and learning how to be kind to our  

classmates, school and community. I hope you have a  

fabulous week!  
  

 
 

 

TEACHER TALK! 
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Cheerleaders Needed!  In order to more actively promote our school, we need our families to serve as our 

cheerleaders!  Although you will see a definite upswing of positive articles in the local media and Facebook posts coming from 
our school office in the coming days and weeks, we are asking our families to serve as cheerleaders to more actively promote 
SCS to our community.  The articles and posts are a big plus, but they simply are not as effective as person-to-person 
conversation.  Fortunately for us, our school families are the best advertising we could ever dream up!  The one free avenue 
of promoting our school that we can all actively engage in is the positive, word-of-mouth information that is shared by our 
school families.  It’s great when the parents of our students take an active role in their school by sharing our “Good News”!   
 
That being said, if there are times when something less than positive has occurred concerning your child or the school in 
general, please feel free to bring that situation directly to the attention of your child’s teacher or myself as the school 
principal.  If a true solution is to be sought, it certainly won’t be found by seeking the opinion of others in the community first. 
An effective solution can only be discovered by shining light on the issue with the assistance of those directly involved.  Please 
accept this request as a gentle reminder of the power that negative words possess.  We are truly blessed to have such 
supportive, positive parents teaming up with our faculty to provide the best possible educational environment for the 
students.  Thank you!  Now let’s get out there and share the Good News of SCS!  U-Rah-Rah!  Go Saints! 

 

 

September 
Field Trip 

Fun! 


