
 
  

 

Lenten Activities 

Lenten Prayer Families:  As of  

today, we have prayed our way  

all the  

way up through the Hassing  

families in our all school Lenten Prayer Family 

project.  In order to keep everyone on board 

with this Lenten event, a SCS Lenten Calendar 

for the remainder of this special season has been 

included with this newsletter.  In other Lenten 

activities, please be aware of the following 

events and join us whenever you are able. 
 

 Stations of the Cross:  On each Tuesday 

of Lent, we will be praying the Stations of 

the Cross in St. Casimir Church.  The 

Stations will begin promptly at 2:25 PM.  

The remaining dates for Stations are 

March 8th, 15th and 22nd.  Please feel free 

to join us in this age-old prayer.  
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Treasure in Heaven 

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy,  

and where thieves do not break in and steal.  

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.          

~~Matthew 6:19-21 
 

Dear SCS Families, 
 

As we enter Advent and our time of preparation over the four Sundays before Christmas, I pray you and 
your family find peace, rest and time to enjoy the treasures you have been given. Enjoying the students at 
St. Casimir’s School is a wonderful treasure for me to enjoy.  
 

I am so blessed to share in your children’s every school day, and I was especially 
blessed when I was surprised by the students with a birthday sing-along!  The 
students did a great job of keeping this secret until the very last moment when I 
was showered with birthday hugs and cards from the students.  Thank you for 
raising such kind children!    

 

As you may have heard, we completed awarding the last of our 
Marathon fundraiser prizes with eighteen students turning me into a 
silly string walking ball!  What a fun way to end our short week of 
school prior to Thanksgiving.  Again, thank you for raising children who 
understand the value of working individually for the common good.  

 

Speaking of working together, I am very excited for our upcoming 
Advent Family Night which will be held for our school families on 
December 2nd in Father Mikolai Hall beginning at 6:00 PM.  Along with 
several Advent-themed activities, we will assemble our school  

Christmas trees and enjoy a pizza meal, hot chocolate and cookies.  Such a great event!   
 

We will also be going Christmas Caroling on December 5th as part of the Love Out Loud Event.  We will 
begin at 4:30 in our church parking lot.  If you are able to join us, please contact the school office ASAP to 
help us determine the number of caroling song sheets we will need.   
 

As the weather is turning colder, just a quick reminder to be sure your child/ren have warm clothes for 
outdoor recess. Recess will always be held outside unless the wind chill temperature is below zero or 
below. 
 

Blessings on your holiday season! Enjoy your time with family!  
Diane Edwards, SCS Principal 
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Kindergarten:  Now that we are entering the third month of the school year, it is amazing how much the 

kindergarten students have already learned!  In Reading and Language Arts we have been working hard on 

learning the names of letters and the sounds they make. Another important skill we are working on is high 

frequency words such as “see”, “we”, and “a”.  We have also been working with syllables and rhyming words 

along with learning about fairy tales and nursery rhymes.     

 

In Math we are hard at work counting, recognizing numbers 1-20, one-to-one correspondence and ordinal 

numbers.  Those numbers can still be tricky at this age to get them written just right or remember what the 

numbers look like. 

 

Science has taught us a lot about the life cycle of apples and pumpkins.  We even did a taste testing of things 

made from apples and then graphed who liked what product.  Of course, we wanted to see if we could keep the 

life cycle of a pumpkin going, so we planted 3 seeds to see if we could grow a sprout. Labeling the parts of an 

apple and a pumpkin was also fun, because we got to do so  

on the Smart Board using Boom cards! 

 

Social Studies has given us the opportunity to learn about 

community helpers and how we can play a role as a 

helper.  We learned that keeping our community clean is 

just one of the many ways we can become a community 

helper. 

 

Blessings from the Kindergarten Class!   

Beth Emerson, Classroom Teacher 
 

 

Grades 1 & 2:  We have been very busy during the months of 
October and November! We began by learning about the different 
states of matter in Science. The students loved getting to make and 
explore oobleck. This substance was tricky to identify as it felt like a  
 solid when you touched it, but turned into a liquid as you held it in  
   your hands!  
 
    Towards the end of the month we had a class party. Thank you to      
    the parent volunteers for coming into our room and helping us 
celebrate. We had so much fun!  

 
We also have been learning to sequence events in our stories. The 
class created a very cute project explaining how they would help 
save turkeys this Thanksgiving. They were all so creative and had 
very good disguises to put on each turkey.  
 
We hope you have a great week and stay warm and safe!  
 
Until next time,   
Camille Tewes, Classroom Teacher 
 

 
 

 

November Teacher Talk, Part 1 



 

 

We hope your family enjoys a holy, happy 

23rd.  We look forward to  

seeing your children once again on  

January 3rd! 

 

Third Grade Reading:  We had such a great time today in the third 

grade Reading class where the students are learning to be good writers by 
first being good story tellers. To illustrate the point, I brought my story box 
from home. This box is where I keep the completed stories that I written or 
that are works in process. In sharing with the students a story that I hope to 
have published, they received a first hand glimpse into what the story 
telling/writing process includes.  
 

As lessons are always better absorbed with a few visuals, I also shared 
several of the family heirlooms that inspired my story including a photo of 
my childhood home. The kids were so attentive and engaged in the lesson. 
What a great day! 
 

~~Submitted by Lea Nowak, Classroom Teacher 
 

 

Grades 3-6 Math & Science:  The students of St. Casimir’s School 

have now entered the second quarter of the school year, and the third-

sixth grade students have been busy learning new concepts in Math. 

The third graders began a new chapter on addition and are learning to 

use the addition properties to add large numbers. They are also learning 

how to estimate sums. The fourth graders started the Add and Subtract 

Whole Numbers chapter. They are learning how to add and subtract 

whole numbers, estimate sums and differences and solve multi-step 

word problems. Multiplying whole numbers is the chapter concept  

being studied by the fifth grade students in which they are learning how to factor numbers, as well as how to 

use exponents. They will explore the distributive property and multiplication patterns as well as learning how 

to multiply by one- and two- digit numbers. Using their prior knowledge of fractions, decimals, ratios and 

rates, the sixth graders started the Fractions, Decimal and Percents Module and are developing an 

understanding of percent and find the percent of a number. This module is preparing students for their future as 

they calculate tips, understand taxes and compare sale prices while shopping.  
 

During Science we have started the Energy Unit. We previously 

learned about sound and light energy and completed a few 

experiments using sound and demonstrating the ways it travels. We 

made an old fashion “phone” using string and cups. Who remembers 

doing that as a child? Students also investigated how light travels 

using a flash light. They tested a variety of materials to see which one 

would allow light to shine through. Students also tried to shine a light 

through holes made on index cards. They tried to get the holes lined 

up so the light could hit the bullseye. Finally, in our last fun 

experiment, students were able to analyze how energy is transferred 

by making their own Rube Goldberg machine. 
 

~~Submitted by Ethel Aranda, Classroom Teacher 
 

 
 

 

November Teacher Talk, Part 2 
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Ben Bushlack Scholarship 
 

The annual Ben Bushlack Scholarhip was awarded on 

November 2nd, when the following message was 

shared by Principal Edwards:  "I have had the honor 

of getting to know Mary Beth Bushlack. In working 

with her, I feel like I have a good understanding of 

the amazing qualities Ben Bushlack possessed. Ben 

passed away from a long battle with brain cancer 

when he was just 19 years old. I have learned that 

Ben had a smile on his face despite the pain and 

suffering he endured. Ben’s legacy lives through 

those who accept the Ben Bushlack Memorial 

Scholarship. I am honored to present this year’s Ben 

Bushlack Memorial Scholarship to a student who 

demonstrates positivity and thirst for learning. This 

student displays kindness and help to others; a real 

inspiration to those around her. I am honored and 

proud to present the Ben Bushlack Scholarship award 

to Sophia Schimek!” 
 

Sophia is shown below with her parents, Dean & 

Teresa, as well as Rev. Gregory Havel and Gary and 

MaryBeth Bushlack, Ben's parents. 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GOODIES FOR SALE! 

No time to bake...or just wanting to sample new 

recipes...or just have a craving for sweets? Have 

we got a deal for you!  On Saturday, December 

18th, our Home and School Association will be 

hosting a St Casimir's School Christmas Cookie 

walk in the St. Casimir Church basement beginning 

at 9:00 AM. For only $8, a whole pound of 

Christmas treats can be yours! A helpful hint--

come early as the goodies disappear fast! Come 

join us for a yummy taste of the season while 

supporting St. Casimir's School. See you soon! 

             

             Two Hour Late Start 
 

                     On December 14th classes will   

                 begin at 10:25 AM.  Students 

who are registered for morning Kid Zone 

may utilize this service from their usual 

beginning time until 10:15 AM when they 

may go to their classrooms. 
 

The Shoemaker’s Appeal 

It's that time of year again---The Shoemaker's 

Appeal is now in session! This annual appeal is sent 

to all those who may wish to partner with St. 

Casimir's School in ensuring that Catholic 

education is available within our communities now 

and well into the future. This fundraiser took on 

the name of "The Shoemaker's Appeal" in honor of 

the age-old story of the shoemaker and his 

meeting with Jesus. The moral of this fable is that 

we are all called to be Jesus to one another, and 

we may never know when we have looked into the 

face of Jesus in the people we see and serve each 

day. If you would like to be Jesus to the students 

of St. Casimir's School, we encourage you to 

participate in The Shoemaker's Appeal.  

Please be watching your mail for your 

personal invitation.  Thank you! 

 

We hope your family enjoys a holy, happy 

Christmas during vacation beginning on 

December 23rd.  We look forward to  

seeing your children once again on  

January 3rd! 


