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2021-2022 Faculty: 

Ethel Aranda 

Cynthia Bixby 

Beth Emerson 

Lea Nowak 

Angella Swehla 

Camille Tewes 
 

2021-2022 School 

Board Members: 

Eric (Ike) Dulas 

Dave Huper 

Nick Jewison 

Linda Raimann 

Dean Schimek 

Jamie Yokiel 

 

2021-2022 Home and 

School Association 

Council: 

Kristen Dulas 

Danielle Elg 

Nikki Feist 

Laura Jewison 

 

Principal: 

Diane Edwards 

 

Tri-Parish Pastor: 

Rev. Gregory Havel 
 

School Mission 

Statement: 

St. Casimir’s School is a 

Christ-centered faith 

community where we pray, 

learn and celebrate 

together in an environment 

for children of various 

Christian faiths. 

 

Dear Alumnus,  
 

It is a pleasure to welcome you into this edition of The Cornerstone!  Over the 

past year and a half, it has also been my pleasure to serve as the principal of St. 

Casimir’s School.  I have come to the school with over 30 years of experience 

in public education as an elementary teacher, curriculum coordinator, data 

specialist and principal.  Working with SCS students, staff and family has been 

very rewarding for me.  This is an amazing school with opportunities for 

growth to be a school that families in our area see as a great option for their 

children’s education. 
 

When we opened our doors last fall, the students entered a very different 

environment from past years due to the health climate. While keeping our 

students and staff safe remained a priority, celebrating the joys of in-person 

learning is at the forefront of our minds. Despite the challenges, the doors of 

St. Casimir’s School remain open to the blessing of sharing the Catholic faith 

with our students. 
 

“Building a Strong Foundation in Jesus” is our school-wide theme this year.  

Having a strong foundation in our faith provides building blocks that impact 

life-long success.  We believe in building powerful parent/school partnerships 

that become the roof, doors and windows in our frameworks’ foundation.  What 

a blessing it is to be part of God’s family! 
 

While there were many changes to the educational environment due to the 

pandemic, amazing accomplishments occurred as you will read about in the 

pages of this newsletter.  We are so grateful for all of the supporters of our 

school.  Without this partnership, our foundation would crumble.  Please feel 

free to stop in and see the ways we serve God! 
 

Blessings,  
 

Diane Edwards 

St. Casimir’s School Principal 
 

“I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”   Phil. 4:13 

  



  

 
330 2nd Ave. SW , Wells, MN 56097  ●  507.553.5822  ●  www.stcasimirsschool.net 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Did you know…   Although Fr. John Mikolai is 

well known for his dedication in overseeing the 

building of St. Casimir’s School, the seed for a school 

was actually planted by his predecessor, Fr. Leon 

Cieszynski.  After leading his parishioners in the 

building of the second St. Casimir Church, he turned 

his vision towards the education of the young.  He 

established what was a private night school for the 

German and Polish children.  Father coached them in 

their English and encouraged them to seek more 

education.  Although Fr. Cieszynski’s dream for a 

parochial school was not realized in his lifetime, it 

was from this foundation that the present St. 

Casimir’s School was built.  

 

SCHOOL ADDITIONS 

Last year we checked off some major goals on our 

school wish list to improve the environment and 

learning opportunities for the students at SCS.  By 

obtaining several grants to financially support our 

goals, we were able to add the following items: 

 Technology:  40 devices were purchased to use 

as supplemental instruction for students 

resulting in every student having personal use 

of a Chromebooks or Samsung tablet depending 

on the age of the student. 

 Leveled readers:  The addition of this resource 

greatly enhances our ability to meet the 

individual learning needs of each student.   

 Curricular resources:  A curriculum resource is 

the compass in guiding teachers in their 

classrooms.  We’ve been able to purchase some 

updated resources to provide hands-on 

materials with digital components for use with 

our one-to-one technology devices.  

 Security alarm/admittance system:  Keeping our 

students and staff safe remains a priority, and 

the school is now accessed by the public only 

through a video/audio admittance system. 

 Ventilation:  Although a school-wide air 

conditioning system remains on our wish list, we 

were able to increase the quality of the air by 

purchasing air purification systems for each 

room in the school. 

 Washer and dryer:  While this may seem like a 

small item, it has made a huge difference having 

the appliances on site in upholding the current 

stringent cleaning/sanitizing guidelines now in 

place world-wide. 

 Touch-free soap and toweling dispensers:  The 

addition of these items to our school was such a 

bonus—especially for younger students who 

sometimes struggled with the manual versions. 

 Cleaning products and supplies: While daily 

sanitizing is a good thing, the cost of products 

and supplies increased dramatically.  

Fortunately, grant funds were available to help 

meet the higher expenses of this task. 
 

We could use your help... 
 

If you are receiving this newsletter, obviously we 
have your current mailing address.  However, you 
may have a brother, sister, son, daughter, parent, 
friend,… who is an SCS alumnus but is not on our 
current mailing list.  If this is the case, please contact 
the school at the address below or by email at 
casimir@bevcomm.net and submit the former 
SCSers name, mailing address and email address if 
possible.  Likewise, your email address would be 
appreciated as well.  Any help you are able to provide 
in updating our records is much appreciated! 

 

mailto:casimir@bevcomm.net
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Coming to our town soon... 

 “SCS—100 Years of Excellence 

in Education” 

Ben Bushlack Scholarship 
 

The annual Ben Bushlack Scholarship was awarded following the Children's Mass at St. Casimir Church on 

November 2nd. Ben graduated from SCS in 1992 and is the son of Gary (Class of 1956) and Mary Beth 

Bushlack.  Following Ben’s passing in 1995, the family created an annual memorial scholarship to honor 

him.  The first scholarships were awarded in 1997 to Eric Klein and Whitney Warmka who are 2004 SCS 

alumni.  In announcing this year’s scholarship winner, the following message was shared by Principal 

Edwards: 

"I have had the honor of getting to know Mary Beth Bushlack. In working with her, I feel like I have a good 

understanding of the amazing qualities Ben Bushlack possessed. Ben passed away from a long battle with 

brain cancer when he was just 19 years old. Today is his birthday. Happy heavenly birthday, Ben! I have learned that Ben had a 

smile on his face despite the pain and suffering he endured. An amazing demonstration of trusting in the Lord for strength and 

guidance through whatever it is we may be going through. In Galatians 6:9-10 it says: “Let us not grow weary of doing good, for  

in due season we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So then, 

while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, but especially to 

those who belong to the family of the faith.” 
 

Ben’s legacy lives through those who accept the Ben Bushlack 

Memorial Scholarship. I am honored to present this year’s Ben 

Bushlack Memorial Scholarship to a student who demonstrates 

positivity and a thirst for learning. This student displays kindness and 

help to others; a real inspiration to those around her. I am honored and 

proud to present the Ben Bushlack Scholarship award to Sophia 

Schimek.! We are so proud of you!" 

Sophia is shown with her parents, Dean & Teresa Schimek, as well as 

Rev. Gregory Havel and Gary and Mary Beth Bushlack, Ben's parents. 

    

 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MARATHON FOR NONPUBLIC EDUCATION 
In the 42 years since SCS first began participating in this fundraiser, would you believe the students have brought in over $375,000?  

This year’s event’s total donation was $13,525.15—an excellent showing on behalf of the efforts of our 35 students and their 

families!  With many of the current Knights also being SCS alumni or having children who are alumni, we are so appreciative of the 

time and efforts they make in giving back to their alma mater!  Shown below with our students and faculty prior to setting out on 

the Marathon route are Knight Harold Goeden, Fr. Gregory Havel and Knight Ron Gaines (Class of 1968).  

 

Thanks to 
our  

Knights for 
their 

outstanding 
support of 

St. Casimir’s 
School 

throughout 
the years! 
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For a glimpse into our everyday school life, take a peek 

through the words of Linda Swehla, our classroom volunteer: 

 

“This year I am helping as a volunteer at St. Casimir’s School, 

and until I began, l had never really visited the school.  I now 

know what l was missing. Each of the kids are like 

a big family towards one another. The older kids lend a helping 

hand with the younger ones.   

 

All of the students gain so much self-confidence and praise every 

day!! Everyone has such a POSITIVE attitude, both the kids and 

the teachers!! The principal, Diane Edwards, is such a JOY and so 

ENTHUSIASTIC to be around!!!  The students are her main 

purpose, and they love being around her everyday on their level!! 

You can tell she loves her job and is here to stay for many years to 

give the school the consistency it was needing.  

 

Now that I’ve been involved, l feel that parents would be missing 

a great opportunity for their children’s education if they didn’t 

consider St. Casimir’s School!!  The enrollment is small, which is a 

great thing!! Personal attention from the teachers is so 

important in the early grades from preschool on!! 

 

Principal Edwards is always more than happy to visit with 

anyone and give them a tour any day. That way you can 

see for yourself how truly blessed we are to have St. 

Casimir’s School in Wells. 
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  SHOEMAKER’S APPEAL 

You have probably already 

realized that this mailing to 

our alumni members has served 

the double duty of also 

presenting the invitation to 

continue the mission of St. 

Casimir’s School by financially 

and prayerfully supporting The 

Shoemaker’s Appeal. The 

appeal is held annually to help 

support the financial 

obligations of the school in 

making Catholic education 

affordable to the members of 

our communities.  The annual 

appeal is a big item in our 

financial tool box that is used 

to see SCS into the future.  If  

you are able to donate 

to this year’s appeal,  

         THANK YOU! 
 

 

 

 

 

As mentioned earlier, SCS was blessed with quite a few new families at the 

beginning of this school year.  We also had returning students from families with a 

robust history of attendance.  Our longest multi-generational family began with the 

attendance of Ira Bushlack as a youngster.  Following in Ira’s footsteps were Gary 

Bushlack, (’56), Jeff Bushlack (’86) and Coleman Bushlack (‘’08).  The current 

Bushlack students are Clara and Leona Bushlack—making the girls the fifth 

generation from the Bushlack family attending SCS!   
 

We have three four generation families including: 

 Leon Chirpich, Don Chirpich (’73), Kyle Chirpich (’00) and current students 

Abby and Gavin Chirpich   

 Bernadette (Lenort) Feist (’44), Randy Feist (’75), Jon Feist (‘’00) and 

Lennox, Loxlee and Pixel Feist 

 Bernadette (Lenort) Feist (’44), Randy Feist (’75), Hannah (Feist) Goette 

(’03) and Tillea Goette 
 

In addition, our three generation families include: 

 Jerome Dulas (’60), Eric “Ike” Dulas (’94) and Juliana and Grayson Dulas 

 Marlene (Fendrich) Huper (‘71), Kristi (Huper) Koziolek (’95) and Kylee, 

Kinley and Ayden Koziolek. 

 Marlene (Fendrich) Huper (‘71), Eric Huper (’92) and Brooke and Brenna 

Huper 

 Roger Koziolek (’72), Joe Koziolek (’93) and Kylee, Kinley and Ayden 

Koziolek  
 

We are so fortunate to have the support of long-established families while at the same 

time welcoming new families into our school family.  For more on the family support 

inherent at St. Casimir’s School, you might find this article written by former student 

Jan Bias (printed in the Wells Mirror on October 22, 2015) very enlightening!   
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After a “time out” in the printing of The Cornerstone due to staffing changes, we would love to have your input 

for future editions.  Would you be interested in sharing a “Remember When…” memory from your SCS days?  

Another option to share with your former schoolmates is to send in your alumni update.  We all have a story to 

tell on how our time has been spent since leaving the classrooms of SCS—would you be interested in sharing a 

personal update?  With our former students now residing in at least 30 of our 50 states as well as internationally, 

let’s use The Cornerstone to reconnect and stay in touch!  If you are able to contribute to these requests, please 

mail your writing to the school or email it to casimir@bevcomm.net.  We would love to hear from you! 

 

For now, we hope you enjoy reading through our very first “Remember When…” submission by Raymond 

Stenzel (‘31) and his wife, Frances (Kalis) Stenzel (’35).  This article was included in the first edition of the 

newsletter which was printed in 2000.  Frances wrote: 

 

“All of my siblings and I attended St. Casimir’s School.  I started the first grade in 1927 at the age of five.   We 

lived about three miles from Wells.  In nice weather we went to school with a horse and buggy.  During the 

winter season we rode in a bobsled.  My three older sisters had to take turns caring for the horses.  The horses 

were left at a livery stable located near the old Super Value grocery store.  At lunch time the horses needed to 

be fed oats and hay.  

 

Raymond went to St. Casimir’s fourth, fifth, seventh and eighth grades.  The other years he attended country 

school.  He was the oldest boy in his family and started driving to school at the age of twelve. 

 

Three of our grandchildren graduated from St. Casimir’s School, and we continue to strongly support the 

Catholic school system.” 

 

 

Will you be in our area on 

December 20th?  We would love 

to have you join us for our 

Christmas program, 

 “Exploring Advent” 

7:00 PM in St. Casimir Hall 

(church basement).   
 

Hope to see you there! 
 

From our St. Casimir’s School 

family to yours… 

Happy Thanksgiving, 

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 

If you would like a more in-depth look at the current 
school program, feel free to use your phone’s scanner 
on our QR code to access the school’s website.  
 

 

mailto:casimir@bevcomm.net

