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December 2020 

By Jean Kelly 

Christmas, my favorite time of the year, 
will soon be here! Although our celebra-
tions may look different this year, like 
our Thanksgiving gatherings, the true 
meaning of the season never changes. 
My Advent wreath is ready as we antici-
pate the birth of Jesus. Whatever your 
plans are this Advent season, make the 
most of them. Allow the spirit of giving 
and God’s love to fill your hearts. 

December is a busy time in my house. I 
love baking, decorating and sending 
Christmas cards with personal messages. 
This year I have decided to send more 
cards to family and friends. Usually if I 
see someone frequently, I may not send 
a card. But this year, with social distanc-
ing and quarantines, we all have missed 
many opportunities to gather with family 
and friends. Take this opportunity to 
reach out to them and spread some 
Christmas cheer. Councils should consid-
er sending cards to members, Spiritual 
Advisors, Bishops and the homebound.  

I recently received another letter from 
my Pen Pal through the Order of Malta’s 
Prison Ministry Pen Pal Program. I will be 
sending a card soon so that they will re-
ceive it before Christmas, as all cards and 
letters are monitored and approved be-
fore distribution.  Let us all make the 
effort this season to stay connected! 

The Spirituality Commission will be send-
ing out an Advent calendar with ideas for 
you to do every day during Advent. Con-
sider a gift to a pregnancy help center, 
volunteer if possible, and continue to 

support the Walking with Moms initia-
tive.  What a wonderful way to honor 
Mary, mother of Jesus, by supporting 
mothers through this wonderful pro-
gram. 

In January, Laraine Bennett, our Commu-
nications Manager, will be retiring. Our 
sincere gratitude and appreciation to 
Laraine for her many years of service to 
the NCCW. She has been an invaluable 
member of our office staff and will be 
missed. We wish her well on her new 
journey in life. Thank you, Laraine! Our 
office staff will assume her duties, and 
we are working diligently on streamlining 
some of the responsibilities as we contin-
ue with a reduced staff. 

Your year-end donations and affiliate 
renewals have been coming in. Thank 
you so very much. We renegotiated our 
contract with FAITHCatholic for Catholic 
Woman magazine, reducing our costs by 
$15,000. With the reduction of staff, 
office rent and other cost saving 
measures, we will be able to sustain our-
selves through the first quarter of 2021. 
Look for new and exciting fundraisers 
next year to help with our budget until 
Convention 2020ne. 

Are you looking for a special gift for 
friends and relatives? Consider a gift of a 
membership to NCCW! A beautiful card 
will be sent to them or to you if you 
would like to present it personally. Have 
you thought about gifting your Spiritual 
Advisor with a subscription to Catholic 

Continued on page 2 

https://d2r0txsugik6oi.cloudfront.net/neon/resource/nccw/files/Christmas%20%20Gift%20Flyer%202020.pdf?secureIdCustomer=1&
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By Pat Voorhes,  

President-Elect 

A blessed Advent to you all.   

Your Thanksgiving dinner table 
was likely different this year, as 
was mine— “face-timing” with 
family instead of seeing them 
across the dinner table.  It may 
have been a little more difficult 

to come up with something to be grateful for; but 
eventually, you were inspired.  

I pray that you and your family have been unscathed 
by the ravaging virus. We had a few scares but for the 
most part, we are unscathed. I look forward to the 
light of the Christmas star announcing the birth of 
Jesus. And frankly, I look forward to putting 2020 in 
the rearview mirror.   

As the vaccine becomes more of a reality, plans will 
begin again in late February to celebrate our Centen-
nial and our 101st Annual Convention. We are watch-
ing the states’ opening and closing policies and the 
different phases with their accompanying re-
strictions. Meetings are underway with professionals 
to help us look at our options for a possible hybrid 
event (virtual and in person).   

Stay tuned for several fundraisers to help NCCW re-
cover from the financial crisis it experienced due to 
no Convention income as well as several surveys to 
help NCCW make decisions about Convention and 
our magazine.   

There will be no member call in December. We are 
excited to announce that the January member call 
will be via ZOOM.  Join us January 20, 2021 to see 
Phil Loftus, Executive Director for the National Fund 
for Catholic Religious Vocations, Fr. Anthony Vinson, 
OSB, Chairman of the Board, and 1-2 grantees.  We 
will send out the Zoom link via e-blast in January. You 
can also sign into the Members only site for access or 
call the office for guest access. 

Christmas blessings of peace and joy! 

 

From the President-Elect 

Woman magazine? How about one of the many 
bundles of our products that the office has put to-
gether? Check out our website and contact the 
office to purchase. 

Please keep an eye on your inboxes for a new way 
to connect beginning in January. It will be a letter 
from the President incorporating all the news on 
what is happening with your National Council of 
Catholic Women. Stay tuned! Until then, have a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 

 

St. Andrew Novena 

It is piously believed that whoever recites the St. 
Andrew Christmas Novena Prayer fifteen times each 
day from the feast of St. Andrew (November 30th) 
until Christmas Eve will obtain the favor requested. 

 

From the President, continued 

https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/giftstore.jsp
https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/giftstore.jsp
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SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION TODAY for  
PRESIDENT-ELECT, SECRETARY AND NOMINATING COMMITTEE (7) 

 
With the December 15th deadline for submission of applications quickly approaching, we hope you have already start-
ed gathering your letters of endorsement and your jpeg photo and have dusted off your Council resume. We have 
made it easy for you with this simple checklist and election timeline. Visit the home page of the NCCW website 
www.nccw.org for nomination forms.    
 

BASIC QUALIFICATIONS 
 

• Candidates must be active members of NCCW. 
• Candidates must be able to communicate via email and be familiar with basic computer skills. 
• Candidates should preferably have held an office on the Arch/Diocesan, subdivision or local level. President-Elect 

must have served as an Arch/Diocesan President. 
• President-Elect and Secretary must attend three Board of Directors meetings a year and attend monthly confer-

ence calls. 
 
Send all items of application electronically in ONE submission to the Nominating Committee Chair, Chris Heider-
scheidt, at chrisheiderscheidt@gmail.com. Deadline for submission is midnight December 15, 2020. 

 
NECESSARY ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION 

 
• Nomination Form (found on the NCCW website) 
• Letter of endorsement from applicant’s bishop 
• Letter of endorsement from applicant’s Arch/Diocesan Council President 
• 100-word statement of how applicant will fill the position 
• Current photo in jpeg format 

 
 

ELECTION TIMELINE 
February 2021 – Announcement of candidates and candidate information is posted on the website and in the March 

issue of Catholic Woman   
APRIL 1 - MAY 1, 2021 – Voting takes place.  Voting closes at 4 pm ET on May 1, 2021 
August 2021 - Installation of officers will take place at the NCCW Convention in Arlington, VA (Washington, DC area) 
 
 
 
   

Last Call for Nominations!  

http://www.nccw.org
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020NCCW-Applicants-form-for-Nomination.PESecNomComm.pdf
mailto:chrisheiderscheidt@gmail.com
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020NCCW-Applicants-form-for-Nomination.PESecNomComm.pdf
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Resolutions: Short, Simple, SMART 

By Beverly South, Resolutions Committee Chair 

 

Keep it simple and direct, make it SMART and remember, SHORTER IS BETTER when writing a resolution. If it’s 

too long, few people will read it. Include only the following elements: 

 

Title : 

The Title should reflect the intent of the resolution. Keep it simple and direct. 

 

Purpose/Goal: 

Focus on one simple goal/purpose that you want to fulfil.  Make the goal SMART: 

Specific - it's clear and concrete. Ideally, it should be action-oriented.   
Measurable – so you can objectively evaluate whether or not the goal is met.  
Achievable –ensure that it is possible, realistic, and do-able. 
Relevant – it matters in today’s world. It is an issue confronting our society. 
Time-bound – give a deadline or frequency for meeting the goal/purpose. 
 

Whereas: 

Include no more than 3 “Whereas” statements – these are the rationales/reasons for determining the Pur-

pose/Goal and it’s relevancy.  

• Every “whereas” clause must reflect back to the purpose/goal. 

•  “Whereas” statements provide the basic facts and reasons (the whys) for the resolution. Always give the 

reference information when including information obtained from a published source such as a book or web-

site. 

• Every issue brought up in the “whereas” clauses should be addressed in the “resolved” clauses.   

• Remove any “whereas” clause not addressed in a “resolved “clause.             

                   

Resolved: 

Include no more than 3 “ Resolved” statements – 

• These are the actions, the “to dos”  that one can take to reach the Purpose/Goal.  

• Be clear in what you want members to do so that they can reach the goal or fulfil the purpose within the 

time frame given. 

• One  “Resolved” statement should include presenting a follow-up progress report to the Board of Directors 

at the following annual convention.  

Refer to our website for more information, www.nccw.org under Protocols. 

 

References:  Guidelines for Writing Resolutions, Humboldt State University. Retrieved from 

www.senate.humboldt.edu.  November 9, 2020; Sample of Resolution Format, American Library Association. Re-

trieved from www.alaorg. November 9, 2020. 
 

 Visit our website for more information and examples. The NCCW Resolutions Committee will be happy to answer 

any questions. Contact bsouth456@gmail.com.  

 

http://www.nccw.org
http://www.alaorg
mailto:bsouth456@gmail.com
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By Diane Tugander, Bylaws Committee Chair 

Like any thriving organization, the National Council of 

Catholic Women periodically amends or revises its 

bylaws to serve better its membership and the mis-

sion of the organization. Each year at our annual con-

vention proposed bylaws amendments are voted on 

by attending Individual Members and Affiliation Dele-

gates. Although our Convention is not until August, 

the Bylaws amendment process begins now. 

Any NCCW affiliation or subdivision president or any 

three (3) Individual Members may propose amend-

ments to the NCCW Bylaws.  Proposed amendments 

are reviewed by the Bylaws Committee and are then 

presented to the NCCW Board of Directors for consid-

eration at its spring meeting.  Notice of the proposed 

amendments approved by the Board is sent to all affil-

iation presidents, subdivision presidents, and individu-

al members forty-five (45) days in advance of our An-

nual Convention.   

To allow for the Bylaws Committee and Board of Di-

rectors sufficient time to consider amendments for 

voting at our 202One Convention, proposed amend-

ments using this form must be received by the Bylaws 

Committee Chair no later than April 1, 2021.  A copy 

of our current bylaws may be found here. 

The Bylaw Amendment Submission Form is found on 

the NCCW website, here.  Submit to Diane Tugander 

at busyd19@cs.com by the deadline. 

Call for Bylaws Amendments 

By Marla Johnston, NCCW Treasurer 

Ladies, how many of you find yourselves shop-
ping online more now than ever before? Here 
is one last plug for this year for a way you can 
help support NCCW while you shop. For those 
of you who are planning to hit up Amazon for 
your Christmas shopping this year, please con-
sider going to smile. Amazon.com and signing 
in to your Amazon account from there. You get 
to choose the charity where Amazon will do-
nate a percent of your purchases. Please, 
choose National Council of Catholic Women as 
your charity. Amazon sends a check to NCCW 
quarterly based on the purchases made 
through Amazon Smile. You could even ask 
your friends and family to sign up. The donors 
are anonymous, but NCCW would like to thank 
each of you in advance for your help. Every 
little bit helps us continue our organization and 
the works that we do. 

Also, as a gift idea, here is the link to Zazzle: 
https://www.zazzle.com/store/nccw1920. 
Check out the website for NCCW gifts such as 
the centennial mug, NCCW facemasks or the 
NCCW candle—and NCCW receives 10% of the 
sales. 

Have a Blessed and Safe Christmas! 

From the Treasurer 

https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/NCCW-Bylaws-rev-Aug-2019-corrected.pdf
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2021-NCCW-BYLAW-AMENDMENT-SUBMISSION-FORM.pdf
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.zazzle.com/store/nccw1920
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By Kathleen Penno, Spirituality Commission Chair 

Advent, the season of expectant waiting, leading 
us to the birth of Jesus Christ, is upon us. This 
year, let us collectively pray together as we reflect 
on our Blessed Mother’s fiat. “I am the servant of 
the Lord.  May it be done to me as you 
say.”  (Luke 1:38)  
 
A 2020 NCCW Advent Calendar has been pre-
pared by the Spirituality Commission for each day 
of the week using Scripture, prayer, reflection and 
a ‘do’ to consider and act on. On the weekends, 
we have quotes and reflections from the saints.  

Spirituality Commission 

 
Each day, we can spend a few moments pon-
dering Our Lady’s journey; we can place our-
selves with her and reflect on the events lead-
ing up to the birth of Jesus through her 
eyes. Visit nccw.org to download a copy.  
 
May this Advent season truly nourish our 
souls and make us ready for the best Merry 
Christmas encounter ever!  
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Leadership Commission 

 

By Ruth Warren, Leadership Commission Chair 

During the Advent season, we pause to give 

thanks for the blessings we have been given. At a 

recent Maine Diocesan Council of Catholic Wom-

en Zoom Advent Morning of Spirituality, the pre-

senter shared her acronym for Advent to help us 

reflect on the season.  

Await - in joyful hope 

Discipline of a disciple - prayer 

Venture out - serve with gladness 

Examen* - our interior and exterior lives 

Now - live in the moment 

Trust - in the faithfulness of God 

I love the thoughtful pause just reading this caus-

es in me. It reminds me to pause and give thanks 

for the gifts I have been given. The gift of faith, 

instilled and nurtured through my husband, fami-

ly and friends. The gift of hope, that better days 

await. The gift of time, even though I always wish 

I had more of it, I’m thankful for the time I have. 

The gift of love, more precious than gold. The gift 

of trust, given to me by my family, co-workers, 

friends, NCCW sisters and Jean Kelly in appointing 

me to this position. The gift of our NCCW commu-

nity and fellowship, strengthened even during 

these COVID challenges through the weekly inspi-

ration shared in the Coffee Klatch from Andrea in 

the NCCW office, the monthly Rosary Call on the 

13th, the NCCW member calls and our work in 

our commissions and committees.  

Like me, I am confident you are thankful for the 

gift of NCCW and the impact it has made in your 

life. I ask that you prayerfully consider sharing the 

gift that is NCCW with others. The current NCCW 

Gift of Membership drive is a perfect way to give 

a gift that keeps on giving. Gift one to your parish 

priest, religious sisters, college and high school 

aged daughters and granddaughters, your sisters, 

sister-in-law and new spiritual advisors. The gift of 

membership to NCCW - a blessing we can all give 

thanks for, today and always. 

 

 

*The Daily Examen is a key aspect of Ignatian spir-

ituality. For information, visit this link.  

https://d2r0txsugik6oi.cloudfront.net/neon/resource/nccw/files/Christmas%20%20Gift%20Flyer%202020.pdf?secureIdCustomer=1&
https://d2r0txsugik6oi.cloudfront.net/neon/resource/nccw/files/Christmas%20%20Gift%20Flyer%202020.pdf?secureIdCustomer=1&
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen/
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Children's Internet Safety Presidential Pledge 

 
By Karen Painter, NCCW Representative to RAAP 
 

In 2016, Enough is Enough issued a Bi-partisan Chil-

dren's Internet Safety Presidential Pledge to both 

Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton.  President Trump 

signed the pledge and Hillary Clinton issued a letter 

of support.  

This election cycle, EIE issued the Pledge to Demo-

crat Joseph Biden, calling upon him if elected Presi-

dent, to pledge to defend the innocence and dignity 

of America's children, which includes the aggressive 

enforcement of existing federal laws and advance-

ment of public policies designed to prevent the sex-

ual exploitation of children online. The pledge has 

been in the hands of the Biden campaign for weeks, 

yet EIE has not yet received a response from them. 

Protecting children in the digital world during a 

pandemic in which sexual exploitation online has 

skyrocketed must be a top priority of the next Pres-

ident. One of COVID's unintended consequences is 

the ambush of the innocence of  America's children 

by sexual predators, traffickers and pornographers, 

adding another level of horror for parents trying to 

protect their children from those who are preying 

on kids as they spend more time on digital devices, 

social media and virtual learning.  

Today's multibillion-dollar online pornography in-

dustry depicts themes of teen rape, incest, torture, 

group sex, strangulation and eroticized racism. 

Alarmingly, kids under 10 years old comprise 22% 

of online porn use by minor consumers. 

 

The onslaught of illegal pornography snow-

balled after the Department of Justice (DOJ) 

Obscenity Prosecution Task Force, set up orig-

inally to combat adult obscenity, was shut 

down during the Obama Administration. 

Protecting the dignity of children is a unifying 

issue, on which citizens of all races and reli-

gions agree, and both parties have historically 

supported. The Trump Administration has 

made great strides in tackling sexual exploita-

tion as well as signing nine pieces of biparti-

san legislation to combat trafficking.  

Please pray that Mr. Biden and his admin-

istration will continue to fight for America's 

children.  

Photo by Ludovic Toinel on Unsplash  

https://enough.org/presidential_pledge#pledge
https://enough.org/presidential_pledge
https://enough.org/presidential_pledge
https://unsplash.com/@ltoinel?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/children-on-internet?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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LTD: The Beautiful 

 

By Mary Matheus, LTD Coordinator 
 
Zoom meetings are very popular these days. I 

would like to share what we tried on our last affil-

iation board meeting Zoom call. Please note, you 

can also try this if you meet in person. Each mem-

ber was asked to share something beautiful that 

God placed in their lives in the last 30 days. It 

could be anything—from a song, an opera, a 

homily, a liturgy, a moment in nature, to any mo-

ment you felt the presence of God in your life. 

The result was many were brought to tears by 

the beauty that was placed in each of our lives. It 

took our thoughts away from the negative – the 

election and the pandemic. We were able to con-

centrate on moments that were orchestrated by 

God.  

One person shared how her mom was struggling 

with the lack of contact in the assisted living facil-

ity where she resides. On a recent Sunday after 

Mass, she told her pastor. As she told the story, 

she started to sob because she had been unable 

to touch her own mom since March and her mom 

has extreme hearing loss, making it difficult to 

communicate by telephone or 6’ apart in person. 

He sat her in a chair in the narthex, reached into 

his pocket for the oil for the Sacrament of the 

Sick and anointed her. He told her to share this 

anointing with her mother when she saw her 

next which was that very afternoon, since the 

facility would not allow him to come anoint her 

himself. At the facility, six feet from her mom and 

masked, she told her the beautiful story of Father 

anointing her and praying for her and her moth-

er. Both felt such deep love and healing by this 

most holy Sacrament.   

This is the beauty of sharing our lives with one 

another, giving hope to one another and caring 

for each other. What brings hope and healing is 

leadership. I encourage you to bring leadership 

to your CCW by sharing what touched you. This 

could be a Christmas gift or a New Year’s gift to 

your members. Share your blessings and be 

blessed.   
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Education: Fratelli Tutti 

 
By Ellen Bachman, Education Committee Chair 

Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti (On Fra-

ternity and Social Friendship) is a call forward to the 

world after the pandemic.   

 

The Education Committee will be providing Councils 

and individuals with a guide through Fratelli Tutti. 

We begin with an overview of the chapter and then 

offer a reflection on the message as well as a call to 

action. It is a wonderful opportunity to have a 

Zoom study group with your members or to do a 

chapter at each in person meeting.  It is a way to 

dialogue and to make a difference in these chal-

lenging times.  

 

We are excited that we will have a guide for you on 

Fratelli Tutti. The Committee is working on it now, 

with a goal to have it ready by the end of the year. 

 

The eight chapters of the encyclical are: 

1. Dark Clouds Over a Closed World 

2. A Stranger on the Road 

3. Envisaging and Engendering an Open World 

4. A Heart Open to the Whole World 

5. A Better Kind of Politics 

6. Dialogue and Friendship in Society 

7. Paths of Renewed Encounter 

8. Religions at the Service of Fraternity in Our 

World 

 

The encyclical letter can be purchased on the 

USCCB website.  Or, you can download it for free at 

the Vatican website.  

 

At the end of the encyclical letter, Pope Fran-

cis has a Prayer to the Creator.   

 

“Lord, Father of our human family, You creat-

ed all human beings equal in dignity; 

Pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit, 

and inspire in us a dream of renewed encoun-

ter, dialogue, justice and peace. Move us to 

create healthier societies and a more digni-

fied world, a world without hunger, poverty, 

violence and war. 

 

May our hearts be open to all the peoples 

and nations of the earth. May we recognize 

the goodness and beauty that you have sown 

in each of us, and thus, forge bonds of unity, 

common projects, and shared dreams. Amen” 

http://store.usccb.org/fratelli-tutti-p/7-678.htm
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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The Gift of Hope 

 

By Kathy Bonner 

Give the Christmas gift this year that could change 
someone’s life. You cannot find it in a store, order 
it online, or have it delivered to your front door. It 
comes from the heart. 

Give the gift of hope for a better future.   

• Give the gift of showing respect in your own 
relationships so the younger children will have 
a role model to follow in choosing their future. 
A child may need it to stop the fear they live in 
daily. 

• A teen may need the gift of mentoring. Men-
tor (not lecture) a teen or pre-teen in your life. 
Let them know they deserve to have a person 
in their life that respects them as much or 
more than themselves. Let them know that 
even an early relationship can be fulfilling or 
destructive for years to come. (Information for 
you and your teen is available in the Women 
Healing the Wounds resource from NCCW.) 

• Change your own language to positive words 
instead of destructive. Using words that be-
little others, threats that demand compliance, 
or normalize violence send a wrong message. 
Using positive words can change the atmos-
phere in a relationship.  

• Give a gift donation to an abuse shelter for 
the women and children. Remember how the 
Blessed Mother had to leave for safety in the 
middle of the night. There are hundreds of 
women and children every day leaving their 
homes in fear with just the clothes on their 
backs. Include a prayer for their safety and 
better future. Encourage your organization to 
support the local abuse shelter. 

Gifts given from the heart can be everlasting and 
more valuable than any purchased in a store.  
Small changes made daily can turn into new begin-
nings for a lifetime.  

 

 

 

Return to the Table 

By Yvonne W. Pygatt, Legislative Advocacy Com-

mittee 

I begin with a quote from a message written by 

my Bishop of the Charleston, SC Diocese, Most 

Reverend Robert E. Guglielmone: “Election sea-

sons are always difficult, and this year was 

tougher than most. But there are ways we can 

move forward; there are ways we can recon-

nect and remember who we are as Catholic 

Christians. As Catholics, we should return to 

the Table of the Lord and the Eucharist can 

turn us back to our faith and Traditions.” 

There are so many things we can do to continue 

the fight for justice and to continue our many 

efforts, causes and support to help our fellow 

Catholics and all mankind. We must continue to 

stay vigilant, stay involved, “Return to the Ta-

ble,” share our thoughts, make our voices heard 

and most of all, pray!  

I encourage you to continue to visit the website 
www.usccb.org, to find the latest Alerts, Legisla-
tive Issues and actions taken, as well as updates.  
Contact your officials and share your support 
regarding action taken by the United States 
Catholic Conference of Bishops (USCCB) on is-
sues of importance. Remember, we must always 
“Return to the Table”! 

 

http://www.usccb.org

